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BUCKNELL NEWSLETTER 

Spring 2018 

From the Editor / Treasurer 

Welcome readers to 2018 and after an efficacious 2017 for the Bucknell Newsletter, I am 
hopeful that the coming year will be equally successful. I also hope that you all had an enjoyable 
Christmastime and I and our little group here at the Bucknell Newsletter would like to wish you all 
a very enjoyable 2018. 

Have you got a Summery cover-page picture for us to use in the next edition? Please send your 
scenic photo to me for consideration and if used, you can have a mention too! 
Considering the number of readers we must have I could do with many more articles from you of 
your hobbies, interests, gardening tips, recipes, holidays, memories etc. which I’m sure our 
audience would love to read about. They can be printed anonymously if preferred. 

As always, a big thank you for the supporting advertisements in this edition which keep the 
newsletter going and if you would like to advertise within the newsletter and help us to reach 
even more readers, then please see page 38 for details. Thank you. 
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DATES, TIMES, EVENTS & LOCATIONS 

Knucklas Ladies Guild 2018 

3rd Tuesday of every month at 7:30pm. Generally talks with Tea / Coffee / Raffle 

March 20th  Outing to Llandovery by train for tea  by CWR   (Allow all day) 

April 17th  Talk subject: Visit to Jordan by Mrs. Delphine Carter 

May 15th  Talk subject: Visit to Nepal by Mrs. Sue Wilson 

June 19th  Talk subject: Church conversion to house by Mrs. Bobby Child 

July 17th  Talk subject: Cookery demonstration by Mr. Leon Abecasis 

August 21st  Talk subject: Flower demonstration by Anna Smith of The Flower Box 

September 18th  Talk subject: Grand Canyon trek by Sue Williams 

October 16th  Talk subject: TBA 

November 20th  Talk subject: Local Cider making by Adam Davies 

December 5th  Christmas lunch - Venue TBA 

New members always welcome 
Community Centre Main Hall, Glyndwr, Knucklas, Knighton, Powys LD7 1RR 

Contact Maggie 01547 528358 or Margaret 01547 529155 for details 

NB: Talk subjects can change without advanced notice. 

MORE LOCAL EVENTS 

Friday 16th March 
Flicks in the Sticks screening at the Knighton Community Centre. 
"Breathe". Movie about a polio sufferer.  7:30pm. £4 entry.  

Sunday 25th March 
Bucknell Easter Egg Hunt from 2.00pm until 4.00pm starting at 
The Memorial Hall in aid of Hall Funds 

TBA - Nicky Edwards 
07973 563829 

Bucknell Fashion Show in association with WE Price & Son of 
Knighton in April. In aid of Hall funds 

Saturday 13th May Bucknell Duck Race at The Causeway 

Sunday 17th June Bucknell Tractor Run - starting at 10.00am from Daffodil Lane 
Recreation Ground in aid of Hall funds and charity. 

TBA - Nicky Edwards 
07973 563829 

Bucknell Boot Sale at Daffodil Lane Recreation Ground in June. 
In aid of Bucknell Show. 

What’s Happening? 
“Please keep me informed of forthcoming events so that I can include 

them here in future editions”. 
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Forthcoming Events 

Saturday 31st March South Shropshire Blues Club at Ludlow Brewery. 8pm start. Tickets  £10 

Friday 20th April Blues Jam night at The Rose & Crown, Ludlow. 8pm Start. Free entry. 

Saturday 19th May South Shropshire Blues Club at Ludlow Brewery. 8pm start. Tickets  £10 

Friday 15th June Blues Jam night at The Rose & Crown, Ludlow.  8pm Start. Free entry. 

Friday 29th June Concert at St. Laurence Church Ludlow, supporting Flamenco Fusion 
Guitarist Joncan Kavlakoglu. 7:30pm. See Ludlow Summer Arts Festival 
programme for ticket information 

Saturday 30th June  Tenbury Music Festival, The Burgage Recreation Ground, Teme St., 
Tenbury Wells. See tenburymusicfestival.co.uk for ticket info. 

  

 

Advertised Services at a Glance with page nos. 

Schooling 2 & 40 Property maintenance services 12 

Carpentry & Joinery 8 Jewellery making and sales 17 

Legal services   10 Graphic design and printing 24 

Electrician  /  Home care 11 Vehicle hire  /  Car repairs 31 

General builder  /  Commercial property letting 15 

Pony trekking and self-catering caravan holidays 19 

Bar, restaurant and accommodation  22 & 34 

Florist  /  Fencing, firewood, plants, general landscaping 23 

Bookery, café, exhibitions and family events 27 

Cattery  /  Bed & Breakfast   /  Garage and shop 29 

Dog grooming  /  Unisex hairdresser  /  Chiropody 30 

Plumbing and heating   /  Cycles for sales and hire, repairs and accessories 32 

Decorating contractor  /  Domestic heating oil    33 

Funeral services  /  Building and renovation 35 

Guttering and pathway cleaning, garden maintenance. 39 

   

 

 

Find Jack Brett Music on Facebook and … 
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REGULAR DATES 

WEEKLY Event Venue & Time Contact 

Monday Bedstone Art Group Bedstone Village Hall 

10:30 - 13:00 

Celia Keane 

01547 530397 

Tuesday Mothers’ and 
Toddlers’ Group 

Bucknell Memorial Hall   
09:00 - 11:30 

Leanne Lewis 

07869 470684 

Tuesday Bucknell Ukulele 
Group 

Variable venues at 
2:30pm 

Geri Jackson  

01547 530137 

Tuesday Grumpy Old Men’s 
Club 

The Baron at Bucknell 

21:00 - 23:00 
Just turn up ! 

Wednesday Pop In Café 

Bucknell 

St. Marys Church 

10:30 - 12:00 

Sue Fenlon 

01547 530105 

Friday Bingo Bucknell Memorial Hall   
19:45 

Dorothy Edwards 
01547 530252 

Saturday Indoor Circuit Training Bucknell Memorial Hall   
09:30 

Helen Bithell  

07775 520968 

FORTNIGHTLY Event Venue & Time Contact 

Monday Bucknell Walkers Lych Gate  

St. Marys Church 

09:00 - sharp! 

Mike Starr 

01547 530179 

Wednesday Mobile Library Service Belmont Garage end of 
the Causeway 

11:30 - 11:50 

Shropshire Library 
Service 

01743 255024  

Thursday Skittles (Sept - May) 
Boules (June - Aug) 

Memorial Hall or The 
Baron at Bucknell 

19:30 

Sylvia & Derek 
Meredith 

 01547 530422 

MONTHLY Event Venue & Time Contact 

Last Monday Bucknell Book Group Variable venues Bridget Thomas 
01568 770165 

First Tuesday Mothers Union Variable venues during 
winter months 

Iris Greaves 01547 
530152 and Jean Pryke 

01547 540376  

Bedstone and Bucknell 
Parish Council 

Variable venues - see 
parish notice boards 

19:30 

Jonathan Kemp  

  Chairman 

01547 530398 

Third 
Wednesday 

Women’s Institute Bucknell Memorial Hall Christine Price             
WI President  

01547 530249 

Last 
Wednesday 

Craft Group Variable venues Fran Turnbull  

01547 530833 
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British Grass Snakes 

Emma Hitchcock sent me a picture recently of her son Tom with a grass snake they’d found 
in their garden in Bucknell, so I thought I’d look into the species that are native to Britain. 

  
There is a tendency to misidentify a Grass Snake (Natrix natrix) pictured above left, fearing 
that it is actually an Adder. However, the two species (in their normal colour forms) are quite 
different in appearance. A fully-grown adult Grass Snake may be more than a metre in 
length and is typically a medium olive green or grey above, with a series or regular small 
black markings along the side. The yellow and black collar markings are distinctive and any 
snake seen in Britain with such markings will be a Grass Snake. Some individuals, though, 
lack these markings but the general body pattern, large size and round pupil to the eye 
should still be distinctive. 

 

A new type of snake has been 
identified in the UK after genetic 
testing re-classified it. Scientists say 
the common or eastern grass snake 
is actually called the Barred Grass 
Snake, (Natrix Helvetica) pictured 
left. The barred grass snake is 
normally found in lowland regions in 
the south of England and can also be 
more than a metre (3ft) long. 

They are typically found near water and eat mainly amphibians like frogs and newts. The 
barred grass snake is greyer in colour than its olive green cousin and lacks its most striking 
feature, a bright yellow collar. 
Grass snakes are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act making it illegal to injure 
or kill them. The other two snakes native to the UK are the Smooth Snake and the Adder, 
of which the latter is venomous.   

Information from The Guardian online.  Picture of Tom with the snake courtesy of Emma Hitchcock.                                                                                                                      

Online picture 

Online picture  
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        Now there’s a thought - GOSSIP! 

 

I bought a movie DVD last year entitled Doubt with the main cast members 
being Meryl Streep, Amy Adams and the late Philip Seymour Hoffman.  
I’d seen the film on television a while before and thought it very good, so I 
bought a pre-owned copy in order to watch it again. The storyline briefly is: 

In 1964 at a Catholic church in The Bronx, New York, Father Flynn (Philip Seymour 
Hoffman) gives a sermon on the nature of doubt, noting that like faith, doubt can be a 
unifying force. The next evening, Sister Aloysius Beauvier (Meryl Streep), the strict principal 
of the parish school, discusses the sermon with her fellow nuns. She asks if anyone has 
observed unusual behaviour that would inspire Father Flynn to preach about doubt, and 
instructs them to keep their eyes open should any such behaviour occur in the future. 
Sister James (Amy Adams), a young and naive teacher, observes the closeness between 
Father Flynn and Donald Miller (Joseph Foster), an altar boy and the school's only black 
student. One day during class, Sister James receives a call asking for Donald Miller to meet 
Father Flynn in the rectory. When he returns, Donald is distraught and Sister James notices 
the smell of alcohol on his breath. Later, while her students are learning a dance in the 
gymnasium, she sees Father Flynn placing a white shirt in Donald's locker. She decides to 
report her suspicions to Sister Aloysius. 
Under the pretext of discussing the upcoming school Christmas pageant, Sister Aloysius 
and (to a lesser extent) Sister James voice their suspicions that Father Flynn's relationship 
with Donald may be inappropriate. Several times, Father Flynn asks them to leave the 
matter alone as a private issue between the boy and himself, but Sister Aloysius persists. 
Finally, he is pressured into admitting that Donald had been caught drinking altar wine, and 
he had promised Donald not to tell anyone about the incident. Having now been forced to 
break that promise and reveal the truth, he will need to dismiss Donald as an altar boy, 
which he had been trying to avoid. Before leaving, Father Flynn tells Sister Aloysius he is 
displeased with her handling of the situation. His next sermon regards gossip and how it is 
easily spread.  
The sermon was read as follows: 

A woman was gossiping with a friend about a man she hardly knew, and 

that night she had a dream - a great hand appeared over her and pointed 

down at her. She was immediately seized by an overwhelming sense of 

guilt. The next day she went to confession. She got the old parish priest, 

Father O’Rourke, and told him the whole thing. “Is gossiping a sin?” she 

asked the old man. “Was that the hand of God Almighty pointing a finger 

at me? Should I be asking your absolution Father? Tell me, have I done 

something wrong?” “Yes!” Father O’Rourke answered her. “Yes, you 

ignorant, badly brought up female.  

Continued... 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amy_Adams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bronx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_(state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Seymour_Hoffman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Seymour_Hoffman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meryl_Streep
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amy_Adams
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Now there’s a thought - GOSSIP!   continued 

You’ve borne false witness against your neighbour. You’ve played fast and 

loose with his reputation and you should be heartily ashamed.” 

So, the woman said she was sorry and asked for forgiveness. “Not so 

fast”, says O’Rourke, “I want you to go home, take a pillow up on your 

roof, cut it open with a knife, and return here to me.” 

So the woman went home, took a pillow off her bed, a knife from the 

drawer, went up the fire-escape to her roof and stabbed the pillow. Then 

she went back to the old parish priest as instructed.  

“Did you cut the pillow with a knife? He asked. “Yes Father”, she replied. 

“And what was the result? He asked.  

“Feathers”, she said, “Feathers”, she repeated, “Feathers everywhere 

Father”. 

“Now!” He said, “I want you to go back and gather up every last feather 

that flew out on the wind”.  

“Well”, she said, “It can’t be done; I don’t know where they went. The 

wind took them all over”. 

“And that”, said Father O’Rourke, “Is GOSSIP!” 

You can watch this sermon in an extract from the film on YouTube at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp6rVrGmvMs Editor 
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SunCare 
SunCare Home Care provides care in the beautiful  
countryside of Hereford, Shropshire and Powys. 

Registered as NHS ‘Dignity Champions’ and rated at GOOD by The Care Quality 
Commission. We offer a personalised service supporting people with the same 

respect you would want for yourself or a member of your family. 
Our highly trained support workers can assist you with: 

•   Personal care •   Washing and dressing 
•   Meal preparation •   Respite care 
•   Shopping •   Medication 
•   Prescription collection •   Housework and laundry 

All staff enhanced criminal records checked 

 

Registered Manager: Carole Barnes RGN 
Manager: Karen Darby 
SunCare Home Care Limited, 3 Bron Offices, 
Brampton Bryan, Shropshire SY7 0DH 
Telephone: 01547 530633 
Email: enquiries@suncarehomecare.co.uk 
Website: www.suncarehomecare.co.uk 
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St. Marys Pop-In Café 

The café remains a village community project which meets in Bucknell St. Mary’s church 
every Wednesday at 10.30am. and its aim is to donate the annual profits to projects which 
serve or benefit our village. 
The success of the café is wholly due to the wonderful teams of volunteers who endlessly 
bake cakes and cheerfully serve the customers each week.  A huge thank you to all our 
friends and visitors who come in every week to eat, drink and be merry. 
The cost of the coffee or tea and a slice of cake will remain at £1.50 for 2018 
The café committee had various requests for donations this year and at the annual meeting 
in January we have decided to award the following donations:- 

Bucknell Youth Club 

Bucknell Memorial Hall 

 

War Memorial Fund 

Churchyard Flagpole 

St. Mary's School 

£300 towards purchase of a pool and table tennis table. 

£300 towards the cost of internally completing the Daffodil Lane 
changing rooms. 

£300 towards the cost of erecting a stone kerb with gravel infill 
around the new memorial stone. 

£200 towards the purchase and erection of a new flagpole. 

£200 towards purchasing a large storage box and new games 
and activities. 

A further donation may be forthcoming but as yet we are waiting for details. 

Sue Fenlon  -  10th January 2018 
 

Bucknell Village Telephone Box 

 

I’ve been asked to mention our village telephone box which was doubling 
up as a neat little book-exchange facility but during last year seemed to 
have become a bit of a book dumping ground.  
Despite well-meaning people leaving their unwanted books there, 
residents should note that the Parish Council had to persuade BT to 
keep the kiosk as a working telephone box citing poor mobile phone 
reception in the village and having convinced BT to allow it to remain, BT 
even repainted it. Therefore the telephone box remains the property of 
BT and as I understand it, we are not officially permitted to use it for 
anything else, however, some very kind residents have cleared the floor 
of damp books and have even provided bespoke book shelving.  

So could readers who wish to donate and swap books to maintain a little library there please limit 
the number of books to a sensible quantity and keep them off the floor. Thank you. 

Editor 

Community News & Views 
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Community News & Views  

Bucknell Poppy Appeal 2017 

A massive thank you from the Royal British Legion to all of the supporters 
and volunteers in Bucknell who have raised £849.56 during the 2017 
Poppy Appeal - the largest total yet from our village. 

Sue Percival - 7th February 2018 
 

 

The ‘Managing Your Joint Pain’ clinic has arrived in Bishops Castle. 

Are you aged 45 or older, and had hip, knee or back pain for more than 3 months? Or are you 
aged 45 or older, and have suffered with Osteoarthritis for more than 3 months with no recent 
trauma? If you’ve answered yes, don’t panic... ‘Managing Your Joint Pain’ clinics are now 
here in Bishops Castle.  
‘Managing Your Joint Pain’ clinics allow you to meet with one of our fully trained joint pain 
advisors to discuss your joint pain. Your joint pain advisor will give you advice on various 
ways of managing your pain, so that you can carry on with daily activities without pain. 
On booking into the clinic, you will be invited to attend an initial 30 minute appointment to 
discuss your lifestyle, challenges, and personal goals with an advisor. Using this information, 
your advisor will work with you to devise a tailored, joint-pain care plan, designed just for you. 
Advice and support is evidence-based. A follow-up appointment will be booked to fit in with 
you at 2 weeks, 6 weeks and 6 months, to check on your progress and continue to help you 
make positive changes and manage your pain.  
Osteoarthritis can cause debilitating pain in your joints, and affects over 8 million people in the 
UK; it is becoming more common as we live longer. The risk of developing Osteoarthritis 
increases as we get older, become more overweight, or if the joint has been injured in the 
past. 
It is important to keep moving, because your body works hard to repair itself, and by keeping 
active you can keep your weight down and stay healthy. Feeling more in control of your 
Osteoarthritis can help you to cope with the pain and stiffness better, making daily activities 
achievable. 

‘Managing Your Joint Pain’ clinics are run from Enterprise House, Station Street. 

To book an appointment just call Help2Change on 0345 6789 025 

Hannah Thomas, Project Manager, Help2Change, Longbow House, Longbow Close, 

Shrewsbury, SY1 3GZ    Tel: (01743) 454 910    Mobile: 07458 120 468 

Email: hannah.thomas@help2changeshropshire.nhs.uk 
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A wide selection of traditional buildings sympathetically converted for office, studio, 
workshop, retail and storage use. Well served with modern communications and good 
road access. Rural surroundings with parking and delivery space.  

All routine maintenance is carried out by the Estate and leases are flexible with 
competitive rental prices. The units are let to a diverse selection of businesses ranging 
from local crafts, such as jewellery, furniture restoration, artists’ studios, offices and 
book shop.  

The Estate caters for all sizes of business with square footage ranging from 200 to a 
potential 16,000 square feet. Cottages are also available. 

Please contact Mr. P. Segrott at Balfours on 01588 673314  
or contact the Harley Estate office on 01547 530280 or email 

estateoffice@harleyestate.co.uk or visit the website www.harleyestate.co.uk. 

HARLEY ESTATE 
WORKSHOPS / STUDIOS / OFFICES / STORAGE 

To Let on the Harley Estate 
 

All types of building work undertaken 

Re-Roofing - Painting & Decorating - Farm Building Repairs 

No job too big or too small 

Contact me to discuss your requirements 

Tony Oakley, Provident Villa, Bucknell SY7 0AL 

01547 530585 or 07814 803915 

Email: tonyoakley400@gmail.com 
 

Tony Oakley  
General Builders 
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The Revd. Annie Ballard 
From the Vicarage at Bucknell 

Well, I wonder how many of you escaped! Not many, I suspect!  This winter with all its horrid 
bugs has made people very low and I don’t know about you but I am still feeling under par! The 
image of grovelling in the dust of Ash Wednesday is one many of us can readily understand at 
the moment. In assembly at school we thought about ashes, and the story of Cinderella; 
someone who was very low and through a touch of magic was totally transformed. The beauty of 
her gentle spirit was recognised by the Prince, who lifts her out of the ashes. Most of us know 
we need some form of reclamation in our lives, finding ourselves in need of healing, restoration 
or revival. And that is what the Lent process is about. It’s not just about self-denial, rigor and 
grappling with temptation, but a time for refiguring ourselves. At every burial we hear: “From dust 
you came and to dust you will return”, reminding us of our most humble origins. The Genesis 
story shows God shaping Adam from the earth is echoed in modern science. Astrophysicist Carl 
Sagan, in “Cosmos” wrote: “We are all made of star stuff. We are a way for the cosmos to know 
itself.” “The nitrogen in our DNA, the calcium in our teeth, the iron in our blood, the carbon in our 
apple pies were made in the interiors of collapsing stars. As I heard Moby singing the other day: 
“We are all made of stars”.  So it is not such a sorry image, quite a magical one! God creates. 
He also recreates. The Easter message shows Jesus entering into the mess of our world, taking 
on all the hues of human weakness, in the end to help us transform the stuff of our lives into 
something awesome ...  that dust and ashes might return to stardust. So, many are feeling low at 
the moment, and our Lent programme is designed to help that restoration process. On 
Wednesday evenings hosted around the Benefice we are having gentle times of reflection.  
Everyone is welcome. Ask for details. 
Mothering Sunday, also known as Refreshment Sunday, is 11th March. At 11.15am. there is 
a special service in St Mary’s. The scheduled school service was cancelled as more time was 
needed in the school timetable, so our school families are particularly encouraged to join us; 
there will be posies for mums and refreshments afterwards. In Holy Week, we are holding an 
Agape Supper on Maundy Thursday 29th March at 7pm in Bucknell Church. A simple 
supper imagining the evening of “The Last Supper”. This year’s quiet Good Friday Service is at 
St Mary’s Bedstone at 6pm.  On Easter Sunday all Churches have a Celebration.  
The round of Annual Church Meetings has begun. If you are a prayer, please pray! At these we 
elect Wardens and Church Councillors, the people on whom the life of the Church relies. (N.B. 
Anyone on the Civic Electoral Roll is eligible to propose and vote for a Church Warden) If 
anywhere needs resurrection, this process does. Our Churches desperately need infusions of 
new life, not simply to maintain our lovely buildings but to help us make sense of our place in our 
communities together. Bucknell’s APCM is on Wednesday 18th April at 7.30pm. in Church and 
Bedstone’s APCM is on Thursday 24th April at 7pm. in Bedstone School. Meanwhile, I hope that 
those of you who are still feeling very earthbound may soon find yourselves sensing the 
renewed life and touch of resurrection as spring emerges and the days lengthen, ... and when it 
arrives ... HAPPY EASTER!  

Revd. Annie Ballard: The Vicarage, Bucknell, SY7 0BA 
email: revannie.middlemarches@gmail.com 
Telephone: 01547 530030 (Please do leave a message and I will get back to you asap) 

Annie and Red 
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Just For Fun 

A businessman was just approaching a pub when he saw 
an old man in the car park sitting on a crate and fishing 
in a puddle. Inside the pub he could still see the old man through the window 
and thought, poor old fool, and went back outside to ask him in for a drink. 
As they sipped their whiskies, the businessman thought he’d humour the old 
man and asked, “So how many have you caught today then old chap?” 
“You’re the eighth”, replied the old man. 

 

  

  

What is the name of this rock formation located north of Leek in 
Staffordshire and close to the A53.   Answers on page 36. 

 

Fancy a quick quiz? 
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From Quarry to Graveyard - Bucknell’s War Memorial Stone 

Foreword: You may remember that in the 
Winter edition we covered the ceremony of the 
unveiling and blessing of the Memorial Stone to 
remember the fallen soldiers from Bucknell of 
both world wars. This article is about the history 
of the stone from quarry, through preparation, 
to its erection in the churchyard.  
Jonathan Protheroe was commissioned to 
source and prepare the stone and has provided 
the following text (below) and pictures. We as a 
community are most grateful to him for his 
precision workmanship. 

 

  
Jonathan: The journey for the war memorial stone started when I visited the quarry deep in the 
heart of the Forest of Dean where they have been quarrying stone since the Roman times.  
With the war memorial committee’s brief in mind for a natural shaped rustic stone, I walked around 
the quarry seeing large lumps of stone of all shapes and sizes but nothing really stood out until I 
came across the one pictured above, it was like a jewel amongst all the rubble just waiting to be 
discovered and luckily it was me that found it. The weight of it as it lay there was approximately 2.5 
tonnes, 9ft long, 3ft wide and 2ft thick. A bit too big in height and thickness but I could see its 
potential. I requested that they cut the one end off square for me with their large diamond saw as 
this would give me a datum line to work from. Two months later the stone arrived at my workshop 
and work commenced. The brief was that it would be no more than 5ft high above ground level so 
this meant I had to remove 3ft from its length measuring from the natural top of the stone, the 
thickness also had to be reduced which I decided would be 5" at the top down to 10" at the base 
so as to be in proportion, the width was fine which was great due to the beautiful natural sides 
being part of its rustic design. The removal of the excess stone was done all by hand the 
traditional way using a stone axe, hammer and chisels and boy did it take some work, blood, 
sweat and a few tears plus aching muscles. I made the decision that it would be carved all by 
hand in respect to the brave lads who must have gone through hell in the trenches, my aches and 
pains would have been nothing compared to what the dear lads must have suffered. 
Next stage was to get it into the workshop and upright helped by the reduced weight now being 
approximately 1.25 tons. 
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From Quarry to Graveyard continued 

  

A recess to house the slate plaque is carefully chased out and below, erection of the finished memorial stone 
in the churchyard followed by the insertion of the pre-inscribed slate plaque. 

   

The front face of the stone required levelling off, removing the loose layers of stone ready for the 
insetting of the Welsh Slate plaque upon which the names would be carved. The reason for the 
use of slate was to enable the fine detailed carving of the letters which was much more suited to 
slate than directly onto the sandstone itself, plus the longevity of the slate surface is a couple of 
hundred years more than the stone so the names would remain legible for generations to 
come.  The final stage was the fixing of the memorial, some of the stone chippings where used 
within the cast foundation along with two stainless steel anchors which had to be used as part of 
Health and Safety compliance. What a day that was, all went to plan and to cap it off a lovely cup 
of tea and the best coffee and walnut cake I have ever tasted. 
I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the Bucknell community for allowing me the 
privilege to carve their War Memorial stone. Bucknell holds a very special place in my heart 
because it is where I started my business back in 1992 after completion of my Fine Arts degree 
and the friendship and kindness of the people in the village will be with me always. Thank you. 

Technical info: Forest of Dean sandstone is approximately 300 million years old and comprised 
of coal and iron ore deposits, the Welsh slate is from Coris and is approximately 700 million years 

old.   
Article and pictures mostly by Jonathan Protheroe BA Hons.  Foreword by Beverley Stone -  31st January 2018 
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Knighton & District Rotary Club presents 

A CONCERT BY THE  
TREORCHY MALE CHOIR 

Saturday 7th July 2018 at 7:00pm. 
Knighton Community Centre  

Knighton LD7 1DR 
All profits to Air Ambulance and local charities. 

Tickets: £20.00 or  
(£15.00 in advance by 22nd June) 

From knightonrotarytreasurer@gmail.com or 
Kim Smith on 01547 540593 or 

Tower House Gallery, Knighton 01547 529530 
open 10:00-16:30 Wed.~ Sat. 

 

 
STOP PRESS 

 The Bucknell Youth Club will be including a colour page article in the Summer edition 
of the Bucknell Newsletter. Any enquires please to Juliet Earp on 07377 405632 

 Brand New Modern Line Dancing every Friday at the Bucknell Memorial Hall 09:30 
until 10:30.   £5.00   Further details from Christine Price on 01547 530249.    

 Outline Planning Application 17/05152/OUT for the development of up to 20 houses 
west of Tyndings in Chapel Lawn Road, Bucknell has been withdrawn by the Applicants. 
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2017 ended with seasonal activities, a festive tea at The Clive and 
later in the month we enjoyed a Christmas menu at The Baron 
which really put us in a festive mood.  
We looked forward to our December meeting which is always party 
time with musical entertainment and a secret Santa, but sadly the 
weather had other ideas and the meeting was cancelled.  

Our first meeting of 2018 was well attended; this is always a busy month when members 
renew their membership so our new treasurer Jane Willis had a busy evening. 

The meeting started off on an upbeat note when Fran Turnbull (a trustee on the County 
board of trustees) presented the W.I. with a certificate to mark the eightieth anniversary 
since the formation of the Bucknell W.I. 

Anita Lewis agreed to be our representative at the A.G.M. which this year will be held in 
Cardiff. It was agreed that Beryl Starr should receive the rose bowl. 

We are looking forward to our Summer trip and decided that May 10th will be the date for 
our train trip to Chester. 

Next year will the hundredth anniversary since the Women's Institute was formed in 
Shropshire and for one of the many celebrations to mark this event a cookery book will be 
compiled to include recipes from every W.I. in the county and Bucknell has been allocated 
a space in the starter section, so the competition back in January was to produce a written 
starter recipe which was won by Geri Jackson with a Summer starter of Pear and Tarrogan 
Cream so this will be submitted to County W.I. for inclusion in the cook book. 

Ann Cummings spoke on analysing the hand writing of the rich and famous, which was 
most interesting, and at the close of the meeting members enjoyed a fish and chip supper. 

The speaker at our next meeting will be telling us all what we need to know about Owls, 
and the following month there’s a talk entitled "My Great British Bake Off experience". 
These are just two examples for 2018 from our varied programme and hope there is 
something to interest everyone. 

NB: Line Dancing every Friday in the Bucknell Memorial Hall 09:30-10:30 

Christine  Price  - WI President - 14th February 

 

Advertising in the Bucknell Newsletter 

 

SJ & Co. Creative 
Need an advert for the Bucknell Newsletter but don't have the time, 

resources or know-how? From just £20.00 we can design a professional 

advertisement to suit your requirements. For further information please 

contact Stacie at info@sjconsultancy.co.uk 
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The Sitwell Arms – My Memories of a Continuing Village Story 
by Carol Davies 

When my family bought the Sitwell Arms in 1974, I imagine none of us realised the 
wonderful historical inheritance we were taking on. I now in hindsight believe that no one 
ever owns ‘The Sitwell’ – we are just entrusted to look after it for ‘the village’. 
A real departure for my parents: my Dad was a brilliant diesel mechanic with whom I grew 
up listening to car and lorry engines: he could spot a tiny but significant noise in an engine 
which pinpointed a problem. My Mum was a previous Company Secretary who was, and 
still is, notoriously teetotal. 
Anyway, we moved in and somehow managed an immediate opening night. None of us had 
ever ‘pulled a pint’ before but we pulled an awful lot of them that night. Our till was a drawer 
in the wall – no fancy computerised thing which added it up for you: we had to add up in our 
heads. 
We had moved in that day to a pub with the roof fast imploding – we were warned by locals 
not to touch it as it was in such a bad state – but my folks liked a challenge. Aeron Hughes 
and his staff quickly became a part of the family putting on a new roof and any other 
structural stuff needed.  
My memory of moving in is when opening the airing cupboard, a very large cat jumped out 
at me! Previous owners Noel, Harry and partner had taken on the pub as a retirement 
venture, not realising how busy they would be and slowly sinking badly. Sad, but the Sitwell 
was, and is, a 24-hour job and not a quiet retirement proposition. 
We had an amazingly busy and fantastic twelve years. Thank you Bucknell! Pool teams, 
darts teams, football meetings – all amazing and a pleasure to be involved in. New Years’ 
Eves, fancy dress, celebrations of all kinds.  
Owners and landlords before us were the Challenor family for very many years. John 
Challenor, friend and local resident tells me that his grandparents came from ‘Shrewsbury 
way’ and bought the pub in the early 20th century – more research to come here – from the 
Sitwell Estate. There seems to have been a mass ‘sell-off’ from the Sitwell Estate by Sir 
Willoughby Hurt-Sitwell from the turn of the nineteenth century. Mr Challenor died 
prematurely and Mrs Challenor re-married Mr Prince of the ‘Prince and Pugh’ dynasty from 
Knighton. Many of us remember the dowager Mrs Prince at the Sitwell. They ran a very 
busy and respectable house for very many years as John’s father and mother took over. 
In 1925 the Clun Forest Sheep Breeders’ Society was launched at The Sitwell Arms. The 
first President was Jones, the Mynd, whose grandson Colin still farms there. The society 
endures worldwide. 
Digging further back into history: in 1554-55 an act was passed transferring the whole of 
Bucknell into the county of Shropshire. The Lords of the Manor at the time were the Sitwell 
family who resided at ‘the Cottage’ when in Bucknell. (The family seat is in Derbyshire). 
Even earlier, at the time of the Domesday Book, Bucknell was known as Buckehale or 
Buckenhill and the boundaries of Shropshire and Herefordshire divided the village. 

Continued overleaf … 
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In the early 1900’s Bucknell had four pubs: the Sitwell Arms, The Plough and Harrow, The 
Railway Tavern and The Bridge End. Except for the Sitwell Arms all are now private houses. 
Since the 1980’s we have The Baron in what was formerly ‘Turkey Hall’ and owned by the 
Matthews family. I remember the Railway Tavern as very lively in the late 1960’s when Ian 
Travis, son of the owners, would play his drums especially on Sunday evenings. 

Since Mum and Dad left in 1986 there have been several landlords and ladies of the Sitwell 
Arms: 

 We sold it to my cousin Cora and her husband Glyn. Sadly, they as a partnership were 
not there for long, though Glyn and his new wife Lyn ran the Sitwell successfully for 
several years. 

 Dave and Joyce Shaw were there for several years too. 
 Peter and Sylvia Maestri ran an efficient and excellent pub and restaurant for a few years. 
 Chris and Mick Wall also kept the old tradition going until they sold to the current owners. 
 Thanks to Steve and Helen for current good food! 

Carol Davies - 22nd January  
 

 
 
 
 

AARDVARK 

BOOKS & CAFÉ 

 

Easter Gardening event with the Cottage Herbery on Saturday 31st March 
at 10am-4pm. For this year's garden event we are delighted to announce that RHS 
judge and nurserywoman Kim Hurst will be launching a new book, ‘’A Taste of 
Herbs’’. Picture: Herbs Handbook by Kim Hurst. 

Saturday 31st March at 11am. - Sculpture Exhibition: ”Side By 
Side”. Paul Caton, 50 Years and Paul Bearman, Animalia. 
Paul Caton sculpts in wood and stone, Paul Bearman sculptures in 
many materials including metal composite cement. Pictured here, 

examples of work by the two sculptors exhibiting: Three large sycamore 
bowls by Paul Caton and ‘Hare’ by Paul Bearman. 

 

Free Entry  at: 
The Bookery, Manor Farm, 
Brampton Bryan, Bucknell,  
Shropshire SY7 0DH    

Tel: 01547 530744 
Email: aardvaark@btconnect.com 

Bookshop and Café 
Open:  Mon–Fri. 9-5pm,  
Sat. 10-5pm, Sunday 10am-4pm. 

 

~~ OTHER FORTHCOMING EVENTS ~~ 

 Monday 28th May: Bank Holiday Brocante 
from 9am. until 3pm. 

 5th - 20th May: ‘The Art of the Print’. 

 2nd -17th June. ‘Out of the Hills’ for 
Marches Art 18 

Full details of these and all other forthcoming 
events can be found on  

http://www.aardvark-books.com/ 
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Monthly Reports for 2017 / 2018 by Cathy Jones 

December 2017 

We do hope you all had a very Merry Christmas and we’re now looking forward to 2018 after 
a busy month building up to the festive season. We welcomed Di Cosgrove from the 
educational charity Red Earth to tell us of her work in Uganda. It was very inspiring to see 
how educating teachers, within the Ugandan education guidelines, can make such a 
difference to the lives of primary school children. In the middle of the month we held a quiz 
evening with a supper at The Baron, raising money for a Knighton Pensioners Christmas 
lunch which took place later at The Stagg Inn in Titley where we shared good humour, good 
food and home spun entertainment. The Christmas meal was paid for by Rotary members 
who also supplied gifts for those older residents who otherwise would miss out on sharing the 
festive season with family. On Tuesday December 19th we had a collection for the Midland 
and Wales Air Ambulances where we raised £380.00 so many thanks to all who had 
supported us, and this rounded off our year nicely. 

January 2018 

Firstly, we would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year for 2018.  
We were delighted to have our support of the Knighton Pensioners Christmas lunch reported 
in the South Shropshire Journal as well as the Hereford Times online.  

January had a nice mix of social, community and fundraising events but our regular venue at 
The Baron in Bucknell was closed at the start of the month so we held a “frugal” lunch at the 
home of Rotary members Kim and Sheila Smith where we shared a curry and a sweet as well 
as good company, while raising over £150 for our charitable efforts in the local community. 
There was also a successful collection at the Co-op in Knighton raising money for local 
events. 

February 2018 

During our next meeting over lunch at the Knighton Hotel, we heard from Rotary member 
Cathy Jones about a project in Kenya called Macadamia Fans, and lastly we had news about 
one of our favourite charities “Classrooms in the Clouds” based in Nepal, updating us on the 
schools and teachers there that are supported in the Everest region. How very inspiring! 

Remember that all the money we raise goes to our chosen charities as our running costs are 
covered by a membership fee. You can read more on our website “Knighton Rotary” and on 
twitter @knightonrotary. If you would like to get involved in our activities, as well as make new 
friends, you are very welcome to come to any of our Wednesday meetings. For more details 
please contact members Norman Thorp on (01547) 529666 or Cathy Jones on 07813 733240 
or Email: cathleenj2001@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Rotary Club of Knighton & District 
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Mobile: 07816 570132 
Telephone: 01584 879677 

Email: andrewsale@outlook.com 
17 Blashfield Road, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1UE 
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A Brief History of Bucknell and Bedstone Good Neighbours 

The scheme was the brainchild of Bernard Gooding and was intended to help the needy in 
the village. In December 1993 he convened a meeting with Pat Townsend, the Volunteer 
Development Officer from Shropshire Community Council. This led to further meetings in 
early 1994, attended by representatives of the Parish Council and other organisations, and 
the former Priest in Charge from the church (Reverend D. Hayes). The aims and objectives 
were discussed, as well as possible funding and recruitment of volunteers.  

Progress was rapid, local support was enthusiastic with 25 volunteers coming forward to 
offer help, and so Good Neighbours was officially launched in mid-June 1994. Beryl Sharp 
was the Chair, Freda Hogg was Treasurer and Bernard Gooding was the Secretary. As with 
today, telephone Coordinators took calls from the public and organised transport 
accordingly; the first Coordinators were Beryl Sharp, Christine Price and Jill Parry. 

Initial funding was provided by Shropshire Community Council with a start-up grant of £450. 
In addition to this, Reverend Hayes suggested that the assets of the Bucknell Charities be 
wound up and transferred to Good Neighbours. One was the Joseph Freemantle Charity, 
set up with a bequest in 1635 to ‘benefit the poor of the parish’. The other was the John 
Davies Charity, established in 1859 for ‘the payment of the annual salary of the 
schoolmaster of the parochial school of Bucknell or for the benefit of the parish of Bucknell’. 

The amounts involved are not recorded, but the Charity Commissioners for England and 
Wales clearly expected that Good Neighbours would itself become a charity. However, 
without a written Constitution and a guaranteed annual income of £1000, Good Neighbours 
was ineligible for charitable status. Details are sketchy here, but it is believed the Bucknell 
Charities were eventually closed and the monies passed to Good Neighbours.  

Fast forward 23 years to the present, when Good Neighbours has essentially become 
Community Cars. In spite of having fewer volunteers, only 2 Coordinators and no income, 
we still manage to provide a vital service for the village. Costs have naturally risen, but car 
journeys are still incredibly good value at 30p/mile. We do our best, but please remember 
we are a voluntary organisation and there may be times we are unavailable or unable to 
accommodate your request. 

We can always use extra drivers and back-up Coordinators. If you think you might be able 
to help please get in touch and I can explain what this entails. 

Mike Starr, Chairman, Bucknell and Bedstone Good Neighbours (Telephone 01547 530179) 

 

Answer to Quick Quiz: 

Ramshaw Rocks along with The Roaches and Hen Cloud form a gritstone escarpment 
which is a prominent rocky ridge above Leek and Tittesworth Reservoir in the Peak District. 

The ridge with its rock formations rises steeply to 505 metres (1,657 feet) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gritstone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Escarpment
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  Bedstone Art Group 

Celia Keane - 01547 530397 Bucknell Memorial Hall 

Chair: Nicky Edwards - 07973 563829 

Vice Chair: Roger Bates - 01547 530062 

Treasurer: Dorothy Edwards - 01547 530252 

Bookings: Eddie & Christine Price - 01547 530249 

 

 Bedstone Craft Group 

Anita Lewis - 07870 219599  

 Lance Phillips Quality Butchers 

01547 530233  

Bucknell Women’s Institute 

President: Christine Price - 01547 530249 

Secretary / Treasurer: Beryl Starr - 01547 530179 

 Bucknell Post Office 

Klaus Steffes - 01547 530201  

 Bucknell Stores 

Charlie Lloyd - 07415 203033 

Sam Smith - 07528 633450 

~ Open 7 days each week ~ 

Bucknell and Bedstone Good Neighbours and 
Community Cars 

Chair: Mike Starr - 01547 530179 

Secretary: Dave Baker - 01547 530495 

Coordinators: Sue Fairclough - 01547 530279 

and Sue Percival - 01547 530040 

 

 

 

 Bucknell Allotment Association 

Chair: Nigel Perrigo - 07860 682368 

Secretary: Jim Hughes - 01547 530077 

Treasurer: Kate Fraser - 01547 529304 

 

 

The Sitwell Arms 

Helen and Steve - 01547 530213 

 

 Belmont Garage (Greens) 

Dorothy Edwards and Shirley Moorhouse  
01547 530252 

Coxall Baptist Church 

Minister: Revd. Kevin Dare - 01547 529707 

Administrator: Susan Wilson - 07866 833294 

 

 

 Community First Responders 

Nicky Edwards - 07973 563829 

Ian Owen - 01547 530616 

Bucknell Walkers 

Mike Starr (01547 530179) and Website: 
http://www.bucknellshropshire.com/walking-group 

 

 

 Clun Valley AED Scheme (Defibrillator) 

Ian Owen - 01547 530616 St. Mary’s Church, Bucknell 

- part of The Middle Marches Benefice for Bedstone, 
Bucknell, Chapel Lawn, Clungunford, Hopton Castle, 
Llanfair Waterdine, and Stowe. 

Vicar: Revd. Annie Ballard 

Bucknell Churchwardens: Jean Pryke (until April 2018) 

( 2nd position currently vacant ) 

Website: www.middlemarchesbenefice.org 

 

 The Baron At Bucknell 

Debra and Phil Wright - 01547 530549 

info@baronatbucknell.co.uk 

 

 St. Mary’s Primary School, Bucknell 

Head Teacher: Anna Cook - 01547 530264 

Website: www.bucknellprimaryschool.org 

 

 

Bedstone and Bucknell Parish Council 

Chair : Jonathan Kemp - 01547 530398 

Vice Chair : Ian Owen - 01547 530616 

Clerk : Nancy Adams - 01686 671126 

BUCKNELL: 
Councillors: Duncan Cullimore, Carol Davies, 

William Davies, Nicola Edwards, Stacie Jones. 

BEDSTONE:  
Councillor: Chris Savery 

( 2nd position currently vacant ) 

 Bucknell Youth Club 

Juliet Earp - 07377 405632  

 Mothers Union 

Jean Pryke - 01547 540376  

 RGH Car Repairs 

Ralph Harris - 01547 530676  

 Member of Parliament for Ludlow 

Phillip Dunne MP - 01584 872187 

Email: phillip.dunne.mp@parliament.uk 

 

 

Bucknell Nurseries 

Andrew & Nick Coull (01547 530606) 

 Shropshire Council - Clun Division 

Councillor: Nigel Hartin - 07583 962292 
 

 

Who’s Who 
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The Bucknell Newsletter 

A small team of volunteers look after the interests of the Bucknell Newsletter. 

•  Chair Peter Barron  -  01547 530206 

•  Editor and Treasurer Beverley Stone  -  07484 280259 (Voicemail available) 

•  Distribution A band of loyal volunteer helpers - many thanks to them. 

  

The deadline for inclusion can vary so please contact me ASAP for details. 

To contribute, please send news, articles, events, relevant photographs, stories, other items 
of interest or advertisement enquires to:  beverley2019@gmail.com 

A COMMUNITY PROJECT RUN SOLELY BY VOLUNTEERS FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS 

ADVERTISING 
Many thanks to the local schools and businesses that support us by advertising within this 
newsletter, for without their support publication could not continue. If you would like to 
advertise, please contact Beverley at the email address or telephone number shown above. 

Current advertisement prices : * NB: All advertisement sizes are  
approximate.  Advertisers may 
request a specific page for their 

colour advertisement at no 
additional cost, e.g. page 2, 

centre-fold, penultimate page, 
back page, subject to availability 

and adequate notification. 

Rear cover page £40.00 colour on 150 gsm paper. 

Full page b/w = £25.00 or £35.00 colour. 

Half page b/w = £15.00 or £25.00 colour. 

Quarter page b/w = £8.00 or £10.00 colour. 

Small 1/8th page b/w = £5.00 or £6.00 colour. 

* Payment by cash, cheque, or BACS is required prior to printing - details on request. 

Our thanks also go to James Sherratt of Craven Design & Print for printing our 
newsletters. He can be contacted on 01588 673 972 or by email to  

info@cravendesignandprint.co.uk 
 

DISCLAIMER 
Whilst every effort is made to include all advertisements, articles, and comments 
sent in from contributors for this publication, we as a community group cannot 

accept any liability for the accuracy or legality of the material being donated, so that 
responsibility remains solely with the contributor, and if the material is published, it 

is done so entirely at the contributors own risk.  

We reserve the right however to not include donated material that we know to be 
unsuitable or inappropriate, where we have insufficient editorial space, or for any 

other reason, and our decision will be final. 
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