
Bedstone and Bucknell Parish Council
www.bedstoneandbucknell.org

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 5th November 2025
In Bedstone & Hopton Castle Village Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr C Davies (Chairman), Cllr S Walmsley (Vice Chairman), Cllr C Savery, Cllr N Hartin, Cllr A Cummings, 
Cllr C Cummings, Cllr V Dodd.
No members of the public.

1	OPEN DISCUSSION
None.

2	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr R Hulstrom.

3	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
As  and when required.

4	TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 1.10.25
Agreed unanimously and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.

5	REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE CLLR S WALMSLEY
An application for a £50m loan had been made to Central Government as there were no reserves left.  If not granted the prospect of a Section 114 (bankruptcy) notice was more likely.  Council Tax was capped and present income was  not sufficient to cover required expenses in the revenue budget.  Some expenses in the capital budget were still covered.

6	ROADS/STREETSCENE:
(a) Street light report.  Chairman had the situation under control.
(b) Radar speed sign report.  Four replacement rechargeable batteries were required.  Cllr Walmsley to order these.								Action:  Cllr Walmsley
(c) Speed limit/”No footpath” signs by woodyard.  Clerk was awaiting information from Nick Newton at Shropshire Council.
(d) Trees report.  Clerk to contact Martin Sutton at Shropshire Council regarding the trees in the village.  Tree by Brookside Cottage.  Clerk to contact Nicky Tranter again, and also about stump grinding the Coronation tree prior to planting a replacement.					Action:  Clerk
(e) Salt bins x 3.  Clerk had submitted a written report.  After discussion, Cllr Walmsley to make the decision on which to purchase, and also to make enquiries re: a debit card for the parish council, to enable payments to be facilitated for such purchases.				Action:  Cllr Walmsley
(f) White lines at end of the Causeway.  Awaiting information from Shropshire Council.
(g) Overgrown hedge at Chapel Lawn Road.  Cllr Hartin was in contact with the current owner.  It was understood the neighbour had offered to cut the hedge.
(h) Dog bin at the far end of Weston Road.  It was needed to establish both the cost of the bin and the cost of emptying it.  							Action:  Cllr Walmsley/Clerk

7	ONGOING PARISH MATTERS:
(a) Written report re: Bucknell Memorial Hall/new village hall.  Work on the details of the internal design was continuing and progress would be reported in December.
(b) Small parish jobs: seats/benches/notice boards/access signs/etc.  Cllr Walmsley to assess to see how much work was required for each job.  Possibly scrap and replace some wooden benches.
Action:  Cllr Walmsley
(c) Local Nature Recovery Strategy.  
(d) Maintenance of station garden.  Cllr A Cummings said that generally the increased regulations for registration was putting off volunteers.

8	PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT:
(a) Personnel Committee report.  Meeting to be arranged.		Action:  Chairman/Cllrs Walmsley/Hulstrom
(b) Information to website.  Ongoing.
(c) Memorandum of Understanding.  Cllr Walmsley explained the merits of this and that it did not commit the parish council to anything.  After discussion it was decided this should  be signed.
Action: Chairman/Cllr Walmsley

9	COUNCIL FINANCE:
(a) Bank balance was reported as			£23,878.94

(b) Incoming:  Wayleaves:  National Grid			£21.64
Openreach			£149.83

(c) It was agreed to pay the following:
HOWLTA subs						  £30.00
Highline Electrical (street light repair)			£567.60
						(included £94.60 recoverable VAT)
Adrian Lewis (Grasscutting)				£705.00
S Bailey (Grasscutting)					£640.00
N Adams (salary Sept & Oct)				£974.50
HMRC (PAYE Sept & Oct)				£243.60
PKF Littlejohn (External Auditor)				£252.00
						(included £42.00 recoverable VAT)
Bucknell Memorial Hall (donation re: mowing)		£500.00
Bucknell Memorial Hall (hire for meetings)		£140.00.

(d) External Auditor’s report for year ended 31.3.25.
Generally approved, although the cost of new laptop and printer should have been added to the Assets figure.

(e) Forward budget plan.  On schedule.

(f) Online banking.  In progress.					Action:  Chairman/Cllr Walmsley

(g) Preliminary discussion re: 2026 Precept.  Clerk to have first figures ready for December meeting.
Action:  Clerk

10	PLANNING:
Application No. 25/03731/FUL.  Garden room at Honey Hole Farm, Bucknell.  Supported.

11	CORRESPONDENCE:
HOWLTA magazine.  






12	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Connexus had refused to come and speak to the parish council.
Chairman to ask a member of the local Police to come to the December meeting.	
									Action:  Chairman
Agenda items
Details from those parish councils who employ a Lengthsman.		Action:  Clerk
Good Neighbours scheme?  Lifts to hospital, etc.				Action: Cllr Walmsley


13	DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 3rd December 2025 in Bedstone & Hopton Castle village hall at 7.30pm.




There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.35pm.





							C A Davies
							3/12/25





CAD/NEA
12.11.2025
