DRAFT
Bedstone and Bucknell Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd June 2026
In Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr C Davies (Chairman), Cllr S Walmsley (Vice Chairman), Cllr C Savery, Cllr V Dodd, Cllr A Cummings,
Cllr C Cummings, Cllr N Hartin.
PC Daryl McWatt
4 members of the public
Ms N Adams (Parish Clerk).

1	OPEN DISCUSSION
Speed limit in Weston Road.  Mrs Jackson said it was mainly local drivers and the bin lorry which travelled too fast and pedestrians were being startled by electric vehicles.  Cllr Walmsley said the radar speed cameras had not picked up any excessive speeders.  PC McWatt said there were several ways of slowing traffic, eg village gateways.

Tall hedge in Weston Road.  Mrs Wilde said these trees were so high that the houses opposite were dark and it was necessary to have the lights on during the day.

Suspicious behaviour.  PC McWatt asked that any suspicious behaviour be reported to the police as they relied very much on information from the public.

The Chairman thanked PC McWatt, who then left the meeting and the Chairman closed the Open Discussion.

7	ONGOING PARISH MATTERS:
(a) Written report re: New village hall.  Mike Alderton tabled his report, copy attached to these Minutes.  Cllr Savery queried whether there were sufficient car parking spaces.  There were two or three main Funders.  In the construction local contractors would be used as far as possible.
The Chairman thanked Mr Alderton, who then left the meeting.

2	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None.

3	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
As and when required.

4	TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 6.5.26
Approved unanimously and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.
Cllr Walmsley asked that every Agenda should include an early item:  “Review of Actions on last Minutes”.  After discussion, this was agreed.  It was reported that the last Agenda was not on the website.  Clerk to contact Stacie.
									Action:  Clerk

5	REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE CLLR S WALMSLEY
Consultation on the next version of the Local Plan was in progress.  Cllr Hartin had agreed to represent the Parish Council in this matter.  Planning permission for houses in the village was difficult.

6	ROADS/STREETSCENE:
(a) Street light report.  All working.
(b) Radar speed sign report.  Replacement of batteries to be sorted.        Action:  Cllr Walmsley
(c) Trees report:  (i) Survey of trees.  Shropshire Council representative would be available for a site visit after 16th June, this could include grinding of Coronation Tree stump.  Clerk to arrange.												Action:  Clerk
(d) White lines/access sign at end of Causeway.  Nothing to report re: signs.  Shropshire Council would need to repair the potholes before the white lines were repainted.
(e) Overgrown national speed limit sign towards Bedstone.   Cllr Walmsley to get this cut back.
Action:  Cllr Walmsley
(f) Dog waste bins x 3.   Cllr Walmsley reported that the missing bin on the Causeway was scheduled to be replaced within the next two or three weeks.
(g) Footpath sign by the garage.  Some equipment was available from the ex-P3 scheme.  New post needed.  Cllrs Hartin and C Cummings to investigate				Cllrs Hartin/C Cummings
(h) EV charging points.  Nothing to report at present.

7	ONGOING PARISH MATTERS:
(a) Written report re: Bucknell Memorial Hall/new village hall.  Dealt with above.
(b) Parish Council Deeds/parish land/station car park.  Chairman to collect the Deeds from Knighton.	
Action:  Chairman
(c) Conservation Areas.  Cllr Walmsley to resend the link for the online connection.
Action: Cllr Walmsley
(d) Environmental matters.  The Environment Agency had been out to rescue fish as the river dried up.  Cllr Walmsley to attend FLAG meetings to represent the Parish Council.	Action:  Cllr Walmsley
Local Nature Recovery Strategy.  Cllrs A Cummings and C Cummings to attend a Teams meeting on Thursday 18th June.								Cllrs A & C Cummings
Bedstone Woods.  Cllr C Cummings had responded to the proposed plans on behalf of the Parish Council.  Most of it was up to 70% clear fell to allow regeneration of the forest floor.  Cllr Dodd asked how they would get the timber out, Cllr Savery replied this would be down through Bedstone village.
(e) Lengthsman/small parish jobs.  Volunteers are taking up some of the small jobs including seats/benches and the seats/planter unit in the school garden play area.  Clerk to check with Leintwardine re: their village Lengthsman.								Action:  Clerk
(f) Purchase of land to create footpath.  Cllr Walmsley tabled a plan showing the route of the proposed footpath, which would provide a safe route for pedestrians past the churchyard wall in Chapel Lawn Road.  Cllr C Cummings said that if it was a permissive path, the landowner would get paid for it, and would send details to Cllr Walmsley, who would draft a letter to the landowner. 

8	PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT:
(a) Current vacancies.  Clerk reported there had been some interest.  The closing date for applications was Friday 12th June.

9	COUNCIL FINANCE:
(a) Account balance was reported as:					£44,429.19

(b) Paid between meetings:
Ms N Adams (salary April)							£515.05
HMRC (PAYE April)								  £94.00.

(c) It was agreed to pay the following:
Clear Councils Management Ltd (Insurance)					£878.27
Shropshire Council (energy charge)						£430.58
	(included £86.12 recoverable VAT)	
The above two to be paid by BACS.					Action:  Cllr Walmsley

Adrian Lewis (Grasscutting)							£420.00
Ms N Adams (salary May)	)						£514.85
HMRC (PAYE May)		)						  £94.20
C Cummings (refund for materials req’d for small parish jobs)			  £84.99

(d) Church clock.  At its February meeting, the Parish Council agreed to pay half the cost of the annual servicing the clock, ie £120, and asked to receive a report from the PCC and also suggested that they looked to raising their own funds.  St Mary’s Church, Update (copy attached) was submitted, together with an invoice from The Cumbria Clock Company for £288.00 including VAT.  The Parish Council could not pay this as it stood, and referred this back to the PCC for clarification.				Action:  Cllr Hartin
One of the yew trees was overwhelming some of the graves.  The anticipated Quinquennial report may raise this subject.  Clerk to establish whether this or any other trees in the churchyard was subject to a TPO.
									Action:  Clerk
10	PLANNING:
(a) Application No. 26/01716.  Tree works at Woolacombe, Bucknell.  No comment.
(b) There were no decisions to be reported by planning authority.

11	CORRESPONDENCE
None.

12	ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Maintenance of station garden/Bucknell WI.  Cllr A Cummings said that red tape was increasingly problematic and asked that this be put on the next Agenda.					Action:  Clerk

Governance documents on AGAR.  Cllr Walmsley asked that these be included on the next Agenda, discussed and officially approved.								Action:  Clerk

13	DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 1st July 2026 in Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.  Chairman gave her apologies.



There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm.
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