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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 1st July 2026
In Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr S Walmsley (Vice Chairman), Cllr N Hartin, Cllr A Cummings, Cllr C Cummings, Cllr C Savery.
5 members of the public.
Ms N Adams (Parish Clerk).

1	OPEN DISCUSSION
Station garden.  This was not being maintained by the WI now.  Cllr A Cummings had contacted Transport for Wales as it was possible they would pay for compost and (perennial) flowers.  An acknowledgement had been received and a detailed reply was awaited.

Speed camera on Weston Road.  Cllr Walmsley said very few vehicles exceeded 30mph and these were generally local people.  Most speeding vehicles happened at night.  Clerk to contact PC McWatt for guidance in setting up a Community Speed Watch group.  Speed checks should be carried out in Chapel Lawn Road and Weston Road.
									Action:  Clerk

Local Village Plan.  Mrs Wilde suggested that a group be set up to decide policy for the village by the village, possibly in the form of a questionnaire to every house in the first instance.  Cllr Walmsley said this would need someone to take this on board and drive it through and this should be separate from the parish council.   Supported in principle by the parish council on a show of hands.

Coronation Tree Stump.  A parishioner had offered to maintain this area, Clerk said we should try to get the stump ground out first. 							Action:  Clerk

The Vice Chairman then closed the Open Meeting.

2	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr C Davies (Chairman), Cllr V Dodd.

3	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
As and when required.

4	TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 3.6.26
Approved unanimously and signed by the Vice Chairman as a true and accurate record.

5	REVIEW OF ACTIONS ON LAST MINUTES
See below.

6	REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE CLLR S WALMSLEY
Nothing major happening at Shrewsbury.  The Shirehall was empty and costing £500,000 per year.  Options were either to sell, or demolish.  Cllr Hartin said demolition would be very expensive because the asbestos would be very costly to deal with.

7	ROADS:
(a) Street light report.  Nothing to report at present.
(b) Radar speed sign report.  Now in Chapel Lawn Road.  Need to establish how long the batteries last.
Action:  Cllr Walmsley
(c) Trees report: (i) Survey of trees; (ii) Grinding of Coronation Tree stump; (iii) churchyard trees;   Clerk to arrange a site meeting with the Tree Expert at Shropshire Council, and also to try and obtain 3 quotes for the churchyard yews.  (iv) Tall hedge in Weston Road.  Clerk to speak to Chairman.	Action:  Clerk
(d) White lines/potholes/access signs at end of Causeway.  Nothing to report at present.  Potholes on the Causeway itself need to be reported.				Action:  Clerk
(e) Overgrown national speed limit sign towards Bedstone.  Nothing to report at present.
(f) Dog waste bins x 3.  Missing bin and post at the end of the Causeway had been replaced.  The other two bins were in progress.
(g) Footpath sign by the garage.  Cllr C Cummings had reported this to Outdoor Recreation and would continue to monitor the situation.					Action:  Cllr C Cummings

8	ONGOING PARISH MATTERS:
(a) Written report re: Bucknell Memorial Hall/new village hall.  Nothing to report at present.
(b) Parish Council Deeds/parish land/station car park.  Clerk was making enquiries and would also speak to Chairman.  							Action:  Clerk/Chairman
(c) Conservation areas.  Maps now available online.  Remove from Agenda.		Action:  Clerk
(d) Environmental matters.  The Environmental Agency were removing fish from the river.  So far 200 trout had been removed from the Redlake.
(e) Small parish jobs: (i) Planters/seats in school garden play area.  Presentation and plaque to be organised.  Chairman to arrange.  Someone was needed to maintain the planters;  (ii) Footpath between Hornsea Steels and the garage.  Cllr C Cummings said this needed to be cleared and was happy to do the work if the parish council agreed.  Approved on a show of hands; (iii) Overgrown bridge by the post office.  This matter had been raised by Cllr V Dodd.  It was agreed to let the flowers there bloom first;  (iv) Fallen branch in station car park.  Cllr Walmsley had sorted this.
(f) Purchase of land to create footpath.  Nothing to report at present.
(g) Maintenance of station garden.  Dealt with under Open Discussion.
(h) Lengthsman.  Cllr Walmsley to speak to Leintwardine parish council Chairman.	Action:  Cllr Walmsley

9	PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT:
(a) Vacancy.  Harvey Sherwood had applied for the vacancy and had been interviewed last Friday.  Cllr Walmsley proposed that Mr Sherwood be appointed as Parish Councillor, seconded by Cllr C Cummings and agreed unanimously on a show of hands.  Clerk to provide the required paperwork.	Action:  Clerk

10	COUNCIL FINANCE:
(a) Bank balance was reported as						£41,397.25

(b) It was agreed to pay the following:
Playsafety Ltd (inspection of play areas)					£199.20
							(includes £33.20 recoverable VAT)
C Cummings (refund for school garden plants)				    £3.78
Bedstone & Hopton Castle village hall (hire for meetings)		  £45.80
SALC (Training: Cllrs C Cummings and A Cummings)			  £90.00
Adrian Lewis (Grasscutting June)					£420.00
N Adams (expenses)							£260.43.

(c) Accounts to year ended 31.3.26, AGAR.  This was discussed and comments noted.  Cllr Walmsley then signed Sections 1 and 2.  Accounts to go to Lyn Cordrey for the Internal Audit. 	Action:  Clerk

11	PLANNING:
(a) Applications No. 26/02266/FUL & 26/02267/LBC.  New oak framed porch to existing rear entrance at Turkey Hall, Bucknell.  No comment.
(b) Application No. 26/02184/FUL.  Extensions to dwelling at The Birches, Bucknell.  No comment.

(c) There were no decisions to be reported by planning authority.

12	CORRESPONDENCE:
Email from Connexus.  Regarding a 2 bed ground floor flat in Chestnut Meadow which had become available and asking whether the parish council knew of any possible tenants.

Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.  Latest versions had been obtained from SALC.  Cllr A Cummings to read through both and highlight items to be discussed.  It was mentioned that contractors should have made risk assessments, or the parish council had its own risk assessments.			Action:  Cllr A Cummings

13	ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Bus service.  The local bus operator had said their bus was unable to turn round in the forestry road along Chapel Lawn Road, and was obliged to turn at the Tyndings.  This made it difficult for residents who lived at the far end of the road to use the bus.  Investigations to be carried out.			Action:  Clerk

14	DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 5th August 2026 in Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.  Reduced Agenda to consider Financial Regulations and Standing Orders for the parish council.
Following meeting to be held on Wednesday 2nd September 2026 in Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm with a full Agenda.




There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.








SW/NEA
7.7.26
