Bedstone and Bucknell Parish Council
www.bedstoneandbucknell.org

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 7th December 2022
In Bedstone & Hopton Castle Village Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr I Owen (Chairman), Cllr C Davies (Vice Chairman), Cllr V Dodd, Cllr C Savery, Cllr W Davies.
Shropshire Cllr N Hartin.
No members of the public.
Ms N Adams (Parish Clerk).

1	OPEN DISCUSSION
None.

2	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr N Edwards, Cllr S Walmsley.

3	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
As and when required.

4	MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 2.11.22
Approved unanimously and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.

5	REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE CLLR N HARTIN
Cllr Hartin read out his report, copy attached to these Minutes.  Chairman asked that the appended leaflets be put on the front page of the website.							Action: Clerk

6	ROADS/STREETSCENE:
(a) Willow Cottage, The Mynd
Cllr C Davies said that the soakaway above was completely blocked and when the flood water rushed past the drain below couldn’t cope.  A large pool had formed on the Bucknell side, which was almost impassable for residents further up the hill – the field drain needed clearing.  Cllr Hartin to pursue this.  This matter was also raised at the site meeting with Shropshire Council earlier today.	
(b) Street light report.  All parish lights were working, but the Shropshire Council light reported previously still had not been repaired.  Clerk to report this again.			Action: Clerk
(c) Radar speed signs report.  Cllr W Davies said that the sign had been in Weston Road for some months and asked that it be moved to the road from the Lingen bridge.  Clerk to email Cllr Walmsley re: this.  There was a problem with extra posts being put in as Shropshire Council wanted to make sure they were put in correctly, and would do this free of charge, but there were long delays.  Cllr artin                                            Hartin to make enquiries.  Chairman said that as there had been a speed camera in the village we should be eligible for a “speed camera” sign.  Clerk to enquire.						Action: Clerk
(d) BT temporary road cover by Bucknell House.  Cllr Hartin said BT were aware of this, and would chase them up for a permanent repair.
(e) Repairs to notice boards.  Cllr C Davies said the notice board had been repaired by Ron and Debbie Pope using toughened glass, and the old Perspex had been used to repair the phone box.  Clerk to send a thank you letter to Mr & Mrs Pope.						Action: Clerk
(f) “No footpath” sign by timber yard.  Nothing to report at present.
(g) Vegetation obscuring plaques on Lingen bridge.  This had been removed.
(h) Reinstatement of white lines at the end of the Causeway.  The road out to the turnpike would be closed for work in the near future and it was anticipated the relining would be done then.
(i) Trees in Redlake Meadow.  Waiting response from Dougald Purce at Shropshire Council.
(j) Bucknell bridges.   Site meeting 7.12.22 with the Environment Agency and John Bellis, Drainage and Flood Risk Manager at Shropshire Council.  Bridge No. 1 by the garage was structurally sound but dredging work has always been insufficient to prevent flooding.  Riparian owners were the parish council on the Causeway side and the garage on the other side.  A one-off dredging has been discussed with EA and Highways but would not be done possibly until at least June 2023 because of the fish, but this was still in the early stages of negotiation and not confirmed.  Bridge No. 2 by the post office.  The wall above was being affected by water damage.  Below the bridge dredging was required, Church Villa bordered one side of the river, and the Causeway footpath on the other side.  It was not known whether this footpath was owned by Shropshire Council, the Parish Council, or indeed the PCC.  Riparian owners around this bridge needed to be established.  Bridge No. 3 by common land, Chapel Lawn Road.  No cause for concern.  A Flood Action Group meeting had been held at The Baron on 9th November, mainly regarding riparian ownership.

7	ONGOING PARISH MATTERS
(a) Coronation Day 6th May 2023.  After discussion it was decided to put a notice on the FaceBook page to ascertain interest.  The Parish Council would support any celebration but was not in a position to organise it.  The Bucknell Show would be taking place in September.			Action: Cllr C Davies
(b) Tree works in the churchyard.  Bucknell Nurseries had passed on the Parish Council’s requirements to Josh Arrowsmith who had quoted £350.00 for the work.  After discussion it was decided unanimously to accept this quotation.								Action: Clerk
(c) Memorial Tree request from Mrs Greaves.  After discussion it was agreed that there was no space in the churchyard for another tree.  There may be an area in the cemetery to the left of the gate.  Alternatively, there was an area of grass outside the lych gate and it was suggested that two trees be planted one each side of the path.  Suitable tree variety suggested was rowan/mountain ash.  Clerk to write to Mrs Greaves.
Action: Clerk
(d) Churchyard wall.  Still more work to be done, updated quotations would be needed.  An area of block wall needed to be faced with stone.  
(e) Clun Valley AED Scheme.  The Chairman declared an interest and said that the CVAED scheme had now taken on the defibrillator at the school.  There were problems obtaining pads, etc, these were now only available via St John’s Ambulance rather than direct from the manufacturer.

8	PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT
(a) Banking arrangements.  Still in progress.  Bank must be changed before the end of January so that the Precept goes into the new Bank, rather than Barclays.			Action: Clerk
(b) Mowing, etc of churchyard.  Ray Davies was giving up the churchyard maintenance at the end of this year.  Chairman had asked four contractors to quote, with the proviso that they must have their own insurance.

9	COUNCIL FINANCE
(a) Account balances were reported as:
Community (current) account					  £9,472.59
Savings account							£11,021.67
Of which:			      
Parish Plan account		       £78.14
Transparency Grant Fund	     £688.79
Parish Council account		£10,254.74.

(b) It was unanimously agreed to pay the following:
Ms N Adams (salary October& November)	)		£908.90
HMRC (PAYE October & November)		)		£153,20
Bucknell Nurseries (strimming at Chapel Lawn Rd)		  £56.00
							Includes £9.33 recoverable VAT)
Debbie Pope (refund for glass to repair notice board)		  £55.14.

(c) Forward budget plan.
Cllr Savery reported that there were no big changes.  It was all going according to plan.

(d) Discussion re: 2023/24 Precept.
Clerk had circulated a discussion document as at 6.12.22.  Additional expenses to allow for included increased energy charge for street lights from 16.783p per unit to 34.909p per unit and possible donation towards a new kitchen in Bedstone village hall.  Final decision needed to be made at the January meeting.


10	PLANNING
(a) There were no applications for consideration.
(b) Application No. 22/04682/TCA Tree works as Old Farm, Bucknell.  Decision: Consent as Right (ie granted).
(c) Application No. 22/03356/FUL Conversion of traditional building to dwelling, etc to North West of Bedstone.  Cllr Savery declared an interest and asked that Councillors confirm to the Planning Department their agreement in principle.							Action: Clerk

11	CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence nor any emails for discussion.

12	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
None.

13	DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 4th January 2023 in Bedstone & Hopton Castle village hall at 7.30pm.  Precept to be decided.



There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25pm.



IMO/NEA
19.12.22


								I M Owen
								04/01/2023
