Bedstone and Bucknell Parish Council
www.bedstoneandbucknell.org

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 5th April 2023
In Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr C Davies (Vice Chairman), Cllr N Edwards, Cllr S Walmsley, Cllr C Savery, Cllr W Davies (late arrival).
Shropshire Cllr N Hartin.
No members of the public.
Ms N Adams (Parish Clerk).

5	REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR N HARTIN
Taken out of order as Cllr Hartin was unwell.
The proposal re: Newcastle school had been put on hold.  At the present time there would be 16 pupils in September.

The Gotians (adjacent to Redlake Meadow) had been purchased by Shropshire Council’s affordable housing company Cornovii for development.  After discussion Cllr Hartin was asked to arrange for the CEO of Cornovii to come and speak at the Annual Parish Assembly in May.

Cllr Hartin left the meeting at this point.

1	OPEN DISCUSSION
Road Sweeper.  Cllr Edwards said that the left hand side of Weston Road was swept, but that the right hand side was only swept from approximately No. 6 to the station.  As Weston Road was swept very infrequently, this was not acceptable.  Clerk to contact Shropshire Council.				

The Vice Chairman then closed the Open Meeting.

2	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr I Owen (Chairman).
Clerk to contact Cllr Hornsey as he had missed several meetings.		

3	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
As and when required.

4	MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 1.3.23
Approved unanimously and signed by the Vice Chairman as a true and accurate record.

6	ROADS/STREETSCENE:
(a)	Willow Cottage, The Mynd.  Nothing to report on this.  The cottage was unoccupied, which may have a bearing on the lack of action by Shropshire Council.
(b)	Street light report.  The light on the Old Post Office, Chapel Lawn Road, had been repaired.  The Shropshire Council light at the bottom of Ladywell would be repaired shortly.
(c)	Radar speed signs.  Now working satisfactorily.
(d)	”No footpath” sign by the timber yard.  Visibility had been vastly improved by cutting back the trees and hedges.  There were pot holes each side of the road, these should be reported via the Fix My Street website.  Clerk to ask Stacie if a short cut button could be put on the website.
(e)	Reinstatement of white lines at the end of the Causeway.  Cllr Hartin had said that the repainting of white lines was something Shropshire Council was cutting back on.
(f)	Bucknell bridges: riparian ownership.  Clerk said that the Environment Agency was responsible for the main rivers, eg the Clun, but not for the minor rivers, eg the Redlake.  Clerk to make further enquiries.
(g)	Parking of cars by the Sitwell.  Vice Chairman had spoken to the landlord.  Cllr W Davies said that generally the only time there was a problem was when there was a special event at The Sitwell.
(h)	”Slow down” wheelie bin stickers.  Cllr Hartin had a supply of these.

7	ONGOING PARISH MATTERS:
(a) Coronation celebrations 6th May 2023.  Cllr Walmsley to find out whether the school had any plans.  The Parish Council could possibly give each child a commemorative pen.		Action: Cllr Walmsley

(b)	Churchyard wall: Latest quotations.  Mark Disley had submitted detailed quotations which were discussed.  It had been proved very difficult to get other quotations in the past, but Councillors were of the opinion that an attempt should be made to do so, for comparison purposes.  The point was made that Mark’s high standard of work must be matched.									Action: Chairman
Yew wood.  It was understood that the PCC had sold the lengths of timber for church funds.

8	PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT:
(a) Banking arrangements.  Nothing to report at present.

(b)	Mowing, etc of churchyard.  After discussion it was decided that the contract awarded to Lewi’s Lush Lawns would be for a period of two years, with a review after one year.

9	COUNCIL FINANCE:
(a) Bank balances were reported as:
	Community (current) account						  £5,303.20
`	Business Savings account						£11,041.51
	Of which:	Parish Plan account			       £78.14
			Transparency Grant fund		     £688.79
			Parish Council account			£10,260.89.

(b)	It was unanimously agreed to pay the following:
	Ms N Adams (salaries Feb & Mar)		)		£908.90
	HMRC (PAYE Feb & Mar)			)		£153.20
	Highline Electrical (street light repair)				£166.80
								(included £27.80 recoverable VAT)
	Mrs Mullard-Davies (payroll services 2022/23)			  £70.00.

(c)	Forward budget plan
	Cllr Savery confirmed this was on schedule.

(d)	Quotations for mowing the playing field.  Bucknell Nurseries had quoted £100 per cut + VAT and Chris Tranter had quoted £85 per cut, which was the same as last year.  Cllr Edwards declared an interest and did not vote.  It was agreed on a show of hands to award the contract to Chris Tranter.

10	PLANNING:
(a) There were no applications for consideration.

(b)	The following applications had been granted:
No. 22/05447/FUL.  Extension to approved commercial building at Coal Depot, Bucknell.
No. 23/00151/FUL.  Two-storey side extension (revised scheme) at Glebe Cottage, Bucknell.

Application No. 23/00666/OUT.  Proposed dwelling North of The Baron, Bucknell, had been withdrawn.

11	CORRESPONDENCE:
Police and Crime Commissioner John Campion would like to come and speak to Councillors, residents and businesses.  Clerk to invite him to the June or July parish council meeting.

12	ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Liverpool University.  Cllr Edwards confirmed that, whilst taking into account the views of the village and the current users of the existing hall, the Memorial Hall Committee would have the overall decision on the design for the new village hall presented by Liverpool University and this would be shown to the village later in the year.

Bucknell Show.  Cllr Edwards said the 2023 Show would be a smaller event, because of the recent Jubilee celebrations, and the coming Coronation.  It would be held in the Memorial Hall, with craft classes, etc.  The WI would be doing teas.

Corroded signposts.  There were several corroded posts around the parish.  Clerk said these should be reported on the Fix My Street website.

Items for next Agenda:
To arrange Insurance for 2023/24.
To approve Accounts to Year Ended 31.3.23.

13	DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Assembly followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting and will be held on Wednesday 3rd May 2023 in The Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.



There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm.
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