Bedstone and Bucknell Parish Council
www.bedstoneandbucknell.org

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 6th December 2023
In Bedstone and Hopton Castle Village Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr C Davies (Vice Chairman), Cllr C Savery., Cllr V Dodd, Cllr S Walmsley.
5 members of the public.
Ms N Adams (Parish Clerk

The Vice Chairman assumed the Chair for this meeting.

1	OPEN DISCUSSION
Removal of hedgerow at Hayes House.  Mr Cummings suggested that this discussion had not been reported fully in the November Minutes.  Clerk replied that after a subject had been discussed, a sentence or two recorded the Parish Council’s decision.  Clerk to forward relevant correspondence to Mr Cummings.

River problems.  Clerk to contact Mrs Fairclough for details.

The Vice Chairman then closed the Open Meeting.

2	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr I Owen (Chairman), Cllr N Edwards, Cllr W Davies, Shropshire Cllr N Hartin.

3	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
As and when required.

4	MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 1.11.23
Approved unanimously and signed by the Vice Chairman as a true and accurate record.

5	REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE CLLR HARTIN
Clerk read Cllr Hartin’s report, copy attached to these Minutes.

6	ROADS/STREETSCENE:
(a)	Street light report.  All lights working.  Cover still not replaced on the light in Weston Road.  It is likely this will be done when next failed light is reported.
(b)	Radar speed signs report.  Cllr Walmsley had received a quotation of £205.00 for new batteries and was authorised to order these.
(c)	Overgrown hedges: Weston Road.  No information.  Vice Chairman to follow up.
(d)	One-off clean out of the river.  Nothing to report at present.

7	ONGOING PARISH MATTERS:
(a)	Written report from Bucknell Memorial Hall.  Not available.
(b)	Written report regarding new village hall.  Copy attached to these Minutes.
(c)	School garden play area/tower unit repairs.  Wicksteed had agreed to send a replacement bolt free of charge to the Chairman.
(d)	Grass cutting quotes.  Nothing to report at present.
(e)	Plaque for Coronation rowan tree.  A plaque had been obtained, which was considered by Councillors to be unacceptable.  There was no mention of the Coronation, nor any date, and the workmanship was disappointing.  To be pursued.
(f)	Churchyard paths.  Adrian Lewis had cut back the overgrowing grass to the edge of the tarmac as requested.  To be reviewed next spring in case more work needed then.  Mrs Debbie Pope, Churchwarden, thanked the Parish Council for getting this done.


8	PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT:
(a)	Banking arrangements.  Lloyds Bank account had been opened and cheque book and paying in book received.  It was decided to transfer most of the Parish Council’s bank balance to the Lloyds account.
(b)	Interaction with parishioners.  Minutes were now being displayed on the notice boards, and would also be put on the board in the church porch and afterwards in the church in a ring folder.  

9	COUNCIL FINANCE:
(a) Account balance was reported as:		£36,225.32.

(b)	It was unanimously agreed to pay the following:
Shropshire Council (energy charge Dec 23 qtr						£448.91
									(included £74.82 recoverable VAT)
Ms N Adams ((salary October & November)		)				£870.90
HMRC (PAYE October & November)			)				£191.20
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Audit fee)								£252.00
									(included £42.00 recoverable VAT)
Stacie Brett (Annual fee for website maintenance)					£200.00.

(c)	Forward budget plan.  Cllr Savery said there was nothing to add to the existing plan.

(d)	Preliminary figures for Precept.  Clerk tabled a discussion document showing expenditure to date together with a Statement of Account showing what was spent in the last financial year.  Discussion document to be updated for the January meeting, when the Precept would need to be decided.

10	PLANNING:
Planning Enforcement ref: 23/09996/ENF.  Alleged breach of planning control – unauthorised change of use of agricultural land to equestrian on land at Bucknell.  It was understood the ponies had now been moved.

Planning Application No. 23/04730/FUL.  Proposed regularisation and surfacing of part of commercial yard (retrospective) at Station Yard, Bucknell.  Cllr Walmsley to check on the site.

Application No.  23/04237/FUL.  Side extension, front conservatory and brick cladding at 13 Weston Road, Bucknell, had been granted.

11	CORRESPONDENCE:
Notification from HOWLTA that due to lack of people willing to serve on the committee a proposal would be put forward to wind up the Association at the AGM in February.  

12	ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
None.

13	DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 3rd January 2024 in Bedstone and Hopton Castle Village Hall at 7.30pm.



There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05pm.



								I M Owen
								03/01/24

CAD/NEA
21.12.23


