Bedstone and Bucknell Parish Council
www.bedstoneandbucknell.org

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 1st February 2023
In Bedstone & Hopton Castle Village Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr C Davies (Vice Chairman), Cllr C Savery, Cllr V Dodd, Cllr N Edwards.
Shropshire Cllr N Hartin.
No members of the public.
Ms N Adams (Parish Clerk)

1	OPEN DISCUSSION
Hedge cutting in Weston Road.  Cllr Edwards had received complaints.  Cllr Hartin said this was generally the responsibility of the landowner, and was in contact with Shropshire Council.

Cars parked around the Sitwell.  Inconsiderate parking along the roads was causing a problem, particularly after dark.  There were concerns this could be a police matter, but Vice Chairman to speak to the Landlord as a first step.

New dog waste bin in Weston Road.  This had been requested by the Parish Council some time ago, but proved prohibitively expensive for the parish.  However, a new dog waste bin had appeared in Chapel Lawn Road by the ford.  Clerk to contact Shropshire Council.

The Vice Chairman then closed the Open Meeting.

2	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr I Owen (Chairman), Cllr S Walmsley, Cllr S Hornsey, Cllr W Davies.

3	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
As and when required.

4	MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 4.1.23
Approved unanimously and signed by the Vice Chairman as a true and accurate record.

5	REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR N HARTIN
Not much happening at the moment.   Airband roll out of broad band to remote properties not very successful – seven properties in Bucknell were involved.  Bettws y Crwyn and Llanfair Waterdine were very badly affected.
The teachers’ strike was causing problems.  Consultation re: budget savings was ongoing.

6	ROADS/STREETSCENE:
(a) Willow Cottage, The Mynd.  Nothing to report at present.  Cllr Hartin has reported this to John Bellis at Shropshire Council.
(b) Street light report.  All lights working.  Shropshire Council had replaced their faulty lights with LEDs.
(c) Radar speed signs.  The batteries were flat and would be recharged asap.  Regarding calibration, the manufacturer had said the signs should not need recalibrating.  Cllr Walmsley had carried out a rough comparison test with speed signs in other villages and the readings were very similar.  
(d) BT temporary road cover by Bucknell House.  Now fixed but some pot holes remain.
(e) “No footpath” sign by timber yard.  Nothing to report at present.  Children were walked to school along this road also an elderly couple walking their dog.  Clerk to contact Andy Wilde at Shropshire Council.
(f) Reinstatement of white lines at the end of the Causeway.  The road works on the B4367 had been cancelled, so it was not known when the white lining might be done.
(g) Trees in Redlake Meadow.  A standard report had been received from Shropshire Council stating that no-one had a right to light and that householders were allowed to trim branches and tree roots back to their boundary.  The report did not address the Parish Council’s main complaint that the type of tree was unsuitable for the situation.
(h) Bucknell bridges: riparian ownerships.  Still being investigated.



7	ONGOING PARISH MATTERS:
(a) Coronation Day 6th May 2023.  It had been agreed by email that two rowan trees be planted either side of the path down from the lych gate – one to commemorate the Coronation and paid for by the Parish Council and the other paid for by Mrs Iris Greaves in memory of he late Husband.  Bucknell Nurseries had quoted a price of £120 to supply and plant the two trees, complete with stakes and rabbit guards.  These arrangements were confirmed.  Possibly a photograph at some stage for publicity.
(b) Tree works in the churchyard.  Josh Arrowsmith had completed the work.
(c) Churchyard wall: further restoration work.  Awaiting updated quotations.

8	PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT:
(a) Banking arrangements.  Clerk had attended a Barclays Local at Welshpool this morning and would try to establish the means to move the Parish Council’s Bank accounts to Lloyds.
(b) Mowing, etc of churchyard.  Awaiting more quotations.

9	COUNCIL FINANCE:
(a) Account balances were reported as:
Community (current) account							  £7,904.79
Business Savings account							£11,027.82
Of which:	Parish Plan account			       £78.14
		Transparency Grant fund		     £688.79
		Parish Council account			£10,260.89.

(b) It was unanimously agreed to pay the following:
Shropshire Council (energy charge December qtr)				£232.46
								(includes £38.74 recoverable VAT)
J E Arrowsmith (tree works in the churchyard)					£350.00
Stacie Jones (website maintenance)						£200.00
Ms N Adams (salary January)		)					£454.65
HMRC (PAYE January)			)					  £76.40.

(c) Forward budget plan.  In accordance with the plan.

10	PLANNING:
(a) Application No. 23/00151/FUL.  Two storey side extension and amendment to vehicular access (revised scheme) at Glebe Cottage, Bucknell.  After discussion it was agreed that although this was an improvement on the previous application it was still not in keeping with either the cottage itself, or the immediate area.  It was decided to object for these reasons.

Application No. 22/05734/VAR.  Removal of Condition 7 attached to Application no. 15/05466/FUL at The Baron of Bucknell.  No comment.

Application No. 23/00108/FUL.  Single storey extension at Sunnybank Cottage, Dog Kennel Lane.  Supported.

11	CORRESPONDENCE
None.

12	ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Memorial Hall update.  Cllr Edwards said Liverpool University had produced draft plans for consideration by their School of Architecture.  These would then be put to the village.

Parish Plans.  To be reviewed every five years and if nothing had changed, it would be regarded as being in date.




Local Plan.  Cllr Hartin confirmed that this was still in consultation.


13	DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 1st March 2023 in Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.  Chairman gave his apologies.



There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.47pm.
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