Bedstone and Bucknell Parish Council
www.bedstoneandbucknell.org

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 7th June 2023
In Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr I Owen (Chairman), Cllr C Davies (Vice Chairman), Cllr C Savery, Cllr S Walmsley.
Shropshire Cllr N Hartin.
No members of the public.
Mrs R Corner, Sales Director SWS Broadband.
Ms N Adams (Parish Clerk).

1	 PRESENTATION BY SWS BROADBAND
Mrs Corner explained that SWS Broadband, based at Stiperstones, was a registered supplier for the Government’s Project Gigabit scheme in Shropshire. In Bucknell 348 properties had been selected for a free installation voucher.  SWS Broadband could access these vouchers on behalf of residents which would cover the cost of building a fibre network in the village.  Considerable savings were possible.  A leaflet drop had already started, with more mail shots to follow.
Following questions from those present, the Chairman thanked Mrs Corner, who then left the meeting.

2	 OPEN DISCUSSION
None.

3	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr W Davies, Cllr V Dodd, Cllr N Edwards.

4	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
As and when required.

5	MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 3.5.23
Approved unanimously and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.

6	REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR N HARTIN
The overall overspend had been reduced.
Shopping centre in Shrewsbury.  The intention was to set up a new Customer Service Centre, but there were no definite plans as present.
A meeting had been held in Bishops Castle regarding the proposed closure of the hospital.  There were many local concerns.
There was increasing pressure on Highways re: road conditions.

7	ROADS/STREETSCENE:
(a)	Willow Cottage, The Mynd.  Nothing to report at present.
(b)	Shropshire Council.  Their previously reported street light had still not been mended
(c)	Radar speed signs report.  Cllr Walmsley said the batteries seemed not to be lasting as long as previously.
(d)	”No footpath” sign by timber yard.  Nothing to report at present.  Cllr Hartin suggested contacting Richard Marshall who was the Portfolio Holder, emphasising the safety aspect.
(e)	Reinstatement of white lines at the end of the Causeway and elsewhere.  Nothing to report.  Cllr Hartin said that Nick Newton from Highways would be attending a site meeting in Clunbury next week and would suggest that he came to Bucknell also.
(f)	Bucknell bridges: riparian ownership.  Clerk had found links online to three publications:  Environment Agency “Living on the Edge”, and Shropshire Council “Guidance on highway ditches, hedges and trees” and “Drainage and flooding/ordinary watercourses”.  Clerk to send these links to Parish Councillors, and also put them on the website.
(g)	Weston Road sign.  Cllr Walmsley said this needed repair and was advised to report this to Shropshire Council online via their “Fix My Street” portal.

8	ONGOING PARISH MATTERS
(a) Churchyard wall: further restoration work/updated quotations.  Cllr Walmsley had been unable to obtain further quotations and time was running out to get the next phase of the work done this summer.  It was unanimously agreed to authorise Mark Disley to carry out the next tranche of the wall restoration, 16m from the main gate round towards the lych gate, to include removal and replacement of the notice board and a step to enable people to access the notice board safely.  Estimate No. 015-03-0390, £9,324.00 referred.  Clerk to confirm this with Mark Disley.
Cllr Walmsley to seek further estimates for the other phases of work.

9	PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT:
(a)	Banking arrangements: current situation.  Chairman had made an appointment with the Barclays Hub at Ludlow library for next Monday.
(b)	Website.  Clerk had received an email from Stacie, who said she was moving out of the area and although she was quite happy to continue making the updates, she wanted to pass on the billing responsibility to a member of the Parish Council.  Cllr Walmsley offered to take this on, Clerk to inform Stacie.

10	COUNCIL FINANCE:
(a) Bank balances were reported as:
	Community (current) account							£31,148.50
	Business Savings account							£11,041.51
	Of which:	Parish Plan account			      £78.14
			Transparency Grant Fund		    £688.79
			Parish Council account		             £10,260.89.

(b)	It was unanimously agreed to pay the following:
	Shropshire Council (energy charge Apr-June)					£448.91
										(included £74.82 recoverable VAT)
	SALC (subs to 31.3.24)								£396.91
	Adrian Lewis (Lush Lawns – churchyard maintenance - April)			£171.00
	Bedstone & HC Village hall (AED maintenance)					£162.80
	R Davies (grounds maintenance April & May)					£185.59
	Bucknell Nurseries (rowan trees, etc)						  £97.50
										(included £16.25 recoverable VAT).

After discussion it was agreed to charge Mrs Iris Greaves £30.00 for the rowan tree in memory of her late husband, the Parish Council to pay for the planting, etc.

(c)	AED at The Baron.  Chairman said this would have to be moved as the Baron was to be sold.  Another site in that part of the village was required.

(d)	Forward budget plan.  Nothing to report at present.

11	PLANNING:
(a) There were no applications to be considered.

(b)	The following applications had been granted:
	No. 23/01666/FUL.  Side extension and brick envelope to bungalow at 18 Weston Road, Bucknell.
	No. 23/01849/TCA.  Tree works at Yew Tree House, Bucknell.

12	CORRESPONDENCE:
Letter from the Memorial Hall Committee inviting a representative of the parish council  to join them as a member.  To be referred to Cllr Edwards at the next meeting.

Youth Club.  Cllr Walmsley said they were struggling for volunteers.  It was suggested that a piece be put in the Bucknell Newsletter, and also on the Facebook page.



13	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Bedstone Road hedge had been cut back.

14	DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 5th July 2023 in Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.



There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm.






IMO/NEA
13.6.23
								I M Owen
								5/7/23
