Bedstone and Bucknell Parish Council
www.bedstoneandbucknell.org

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 1st March 2023
In Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr C Davies (Vice Chairman), Cllr V Dodd, Cllr N Edwards, Cllr W Davies, Cllr C Savery, Cllr S Walmsley.
Shropshire Cllr N Hartin.
2 members of the public.
Ms N Adams (Parish Clerk)

1	OPEN DISCUSSION
Planning applications at The Baron.  After a general discussion Cllr Hartin said he expected these to go to the Planning Committee.

The Vice Chairman then closed the Open Meeting.

2	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr I Owen (Chairman).

3	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
As and when required.

4	MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 1.2.23
Approved unanimously and signed by the Vice Chairman as a true and accurate record.

5	REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR N HARTIN
Budget headlines:  Better medium term outlook than was thought 12 months ago, 2026/27 now looked like a savings requirement of only £2.8m compared with the £56m previously forecast.  However, in the short term (next year) budget was under severe challenge although the settlement from Government showed a 9.2% increase.  Last year’s budget showed an overspend by £10m driven by significant pressures in both adult and children’s social care.  This meant that the reserves had been run down to what the Chief Financial Officer called an unsustainable level (about £8m against a safe level of between £20m and £34m).
The Council was looking to achieve a range of budget savings totalling some £51m in the next financial year with cuts to, for example, libraries and swimming pools amongst other service areas.
The Council will set a 4.99% increase in council tax next year (2.99% increase plus 2.00% increase to the adult social care precept).
Other matters:  The Council was speeding up its move to make the public use online services to report issues which would reduce staffing costs -  staff home working allowances would finish at the end of March, whilst most staff would continue to work mainly from home, booking space in the Shirehall as needed.  Council services eg road maintenance remained under constraint.

6	ROADS/STREETSCENE:
(a) Willow Cottage, The Mynd.  The soakaway above the cottage needed cleaning out urgently as it was impeding the function of the drain below.  Clerk to contact David Hardwick again.
(b) Street light report.  The parish council light on the Old Post Office, Chapel Lawn Road, had been reported to Highline.  The light by No. 1 Ladywell had been reported to Shropshire Council, who had replied that this SOX lantern would be replaced by an LED in due course.
(c) Radar speed signs report.  The batteries had been replaced this afternoon.
(d) “No footpath” sign by timber yard.  Clerk was awaiting information from the traffic team at Shropshire Council.  Local residents had trimmed back some of the trees, which had helped the situation.  Clerk to pursue this matter.
(e) Reinstatement of white lines at the end of the Causeway.  Nothing to report at present.  Cllr Savery said there were also white lines at Bedstone which needed reinstatement.  The road from the Lingen Bridge to Bucknell railway station was to be closed later this month in order to allow for a  rail mounted machine to get on track.
(f) Bucknell bridges: riparian ownership.  Still being investigated.  The Environment Agency might help.  The Vice Chairman mentioned a Flood Forum seminar which was being held should any Parish Councillor wish to attend.
(g) Parking of cars by The Sitwell.  Vice Chairman had not yet been able to speak with the landlord, but would do so as soon as possible.  Cllr W Davies said the problem was worse when a special event was taking place at the pub.

7	ONGOING PARISH MATTERS:
(a) Coronation Day 6th May 2023.  Carolyn Wilde was co-ordinating parish celebrations including those planned by the school.
(b) Churchyard wall: further restoration work.  Still awaiting updated quotations.  

8	PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT:
(a) Banking arrangements:  Still ongoing.
(b) Mowing of churchyard.  It had only been possible to obtain two quotations.  After discussion it was decided unanimously to accept the quotation from Lewi’s Lush Lawns for £85.50 per cut at fortnightly intervals or at varying intervals as required.
Post meeting note:  (re: contract to last 3 or 4 years – following approval by all P Cllrs)

9	COUNCIL FINANCE:
(a) Account balances were reported as:
Community current) account							    £7,204.89
Business Savings account							  £11,027.82
Of which:	Parish Plan account			       £78.14
		Transparency Grant fund 		     £688.79
		Parish Council account			£10,260.89.
	
Incoming:	Openreach wayleave		£149.83
		National Grid wayleave		  £21.64.

(b) It was unanimously agreed to pay the following:
Bedstone & Hopton Castle village hall (hire for mtgs)			  £41.25
Shropshire Council (energy charge March 2023 qtr)			£232.46
								(included £38.74 recoverable VAT)
Highline Electrical (street light repair)					£430.80
								(included £71.80 recoverable VAT).

(c) Forward budget plan.  Cllr Savery said there were still some bills to be paid before the year end.

10	PLANNING:
(a) The Baron of Bucknell.  
Application No. 22/05734/VAR to allow three garden rooms and three camping pods to be managed separately from the  public house, had been granted.

Applications Nos. 23/00662/FUL & 23/00663/LBC.  Change of use from hotel/public house to dwelling, demolition of some buildings adjoining the dwelling and the pub, also erection of domestic garages.  The householders had submitted a covering information note.  After discussion it was decided to object to these applications in their current form as Councillors would prefer to see the pub remain as a village amenity, providing jobs for local people, and an attempt should be made to sell the pub as a going concern.

Application No. 23/00666/OUT.  Outline application for a dwelling in connection with the garden rooms.
The parish council was neutral on this, but would like protections in place to ensure the holiday business remains long term.

(b) Application No. 22/05628/LBC.  Alterations to a Grade II listed building at Lower House, Bucknell.  Supported.

(c) Application No. 23/00108/FUL.  Single storey extension at Sunnybank Cottage, Dog Kennel Lane, had been granted.

11	CORRESPONDENCE
Slow down wheelie bin stickers.  These are available commercially, but Cllr Hartin to see if any were available from Shropshire Council.

Flood Forum seminar.  Email from SALC re: a proposal to form a Local Flood Partnership in the Oswestry area, which may possibly lead to a similar Forum in South Shropshire.  Clerk had forwarded this to David Webb, Bucknell Flood Action Group.

12	ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Liverpool University.  Cllr Edwards said the Memorial Hall Committee would be visiting the university shortly.  Also a meeting was being arranged with Philip Dunne MP to ask for his support.

Vintage Car Rally.  Cllr Dodd had received information that the rally would be going through the village overnight 11th-12th March.  Councillors did not think this would be a problem.

Bedstone Road.  A local farmer had been trimming the hedges but said that traffic, in particular large lorries, were making the road wider, one telegraph pole was now right on the edge of the road.  He was in discussion with Shropshire Council.

For next Agenda.  To assess quotations for mowing of the playing field.

13	DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 5th April 2023 in Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.



There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05pm.



CAD/NEA
3.3.23


								C A Davies
								5.4.23
