Bedstone and Bucknell Parish Council
www.bedstoneandbucknell.org

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 6th September 2023
In Bedstone and Hopton Castle Village Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr I Owen (Chairman), Cllr C Davies (Vice Chairman), Cllr V Dodd, Cllr S Walmsley.
2 members of the public.
Shropshire Cllr N Hartin.
Ms N Adams (Parish Clerk).

1	OPEN DISCUSSION
Double field gate on the left beyond the allotments.  It was thought this area was possibly being used as a fly tip.  Clerk to report this to Shropshire Council.

The Chairman then closed the Open Meeting.

2	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr N Edwards, Cllr C Savery, Cllr W Davies.

3	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
As and when required.

4	MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 5.7.23
Approved unanimously and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.

5	REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR N HARTIN
Shropshire Council, Powys and Herefordshire had joined forces to make joint bids for funding, etc.
Two bi-elections were pending.
Shropshire Council budget deficit had been reduced by £32m savings, although there was an extra debt of £20m.
The Bankruptcy of Birmingham Council was a talking point.
The redevelopment of the shopping centres was still ongoing.  The Shirehall had officially been declared surplus to requirements.
Pearl mussels.  It was not known whether recent proposed legislation would affect planning applications.
Liam Cowell, Shropshire Council, was hosting an MS Teams meeting re: planning sites in Bucknell.
The faulty RAAC concrete was not a problem for the schools in the Blue Hills Federation but the Department for Education had been asked to carry out a survey to make sure.

6	ROADS/STREETSCENE:
(a)	Willow Cottage, The Mynd.  Cllr C Davies said the soakaway and drain were both working at present.
(b)	Street light report.  All parish council lights were working although one Shropshire Council light had still not been repaired.
(c)	Radar speed sign report.  It was not clear whether the batteries were holding their charge or not.
(d)	”No footpath” sign by timber yard.  Very little chance of getting this.  Cllr Hartin to keep chasing.
(e)	Reinstatement of white lines at the end of the Causeway and elsewhere.  This could be included when nearby roadworks were being done.
(f)	Weston Road sign.  Still outstanding.
(g)	Overgrown hedges.  Weston Road and between the school and the cemetery.  Clerk to report this.
(h)	Agricultural building on The Mynd.  Cllr C Davies queried whether the large building above Mynd Cottage was being used in accordance with planning permission, ie storage of forestry equipment.

7	ONGOING PARISH MATTERS:
(a)	Churchyard wall.  Cllr Walmsley had obtained quotes from Treasures and would circulate these.
(b)	New village hall.  No report available.
(c)	School garden play area fence repair/RoSPA report.  Two quotes to repair the fence had been received, one for £112 + VAT = £135, and one for £155 with no VAT.  It was unanimously agreed to accept the former.
RoSPA report.  The minor repairs were in the process of being done.  Chairman suggested that the repairs to the tower slide unit should be carried out by the manufacturer, ie Wicksteed Leisure Ltd.  Clerk to contact them.


8	PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT:
(a)	Banking arrangements.  Clerk now had details of all the proposed signatories and would contact Lloyds Bank.
(b)	Notices re: future meeting dates.  Clerk distributed laminated notices of dates of meetings.  More copies would be available at the next meeting.
(c)	Ray Davies.  Chairman said that Ray would be giving up his grounds maintenance job at the end of the year.  This involved the school garden play area and the Causeway.  Quotes to be obtained for a new contractor, starting in March 2024.

9	COUNCIL FINANCE:
(a) Bank balance was reported as:	£38,485.84

(b)	The following had been agreed by email and paid between meetings:
	Adrian Lewis (churchyard maintenance June)				£171.00
	N Adams (salary July)							£435.45
	HMRC (PAYE July)							  £95.60
	Stacie Jones (website domain renewal)					  £15.64
	Playsafety (inspection of 2 x play areas)					£180.00
								(included £30.00 recoverable VAT)
	Bucknell Nurseries (strimming adjacent Baron)				£168.00
								(included £28.00 recoverable VAT).

(c)	It was agreed unanimously to pay the following:
	Shropshire Council (energy charge September Qtr)			£448.91
								(included £74.82 recoverable VAT)
	Adrian Lewis (churchyard maintenance July)				£171.00
	N Adams (salary August)						£435.45
	HMRC (PAYE August)							  £95.60
	Ray Davies (grounds maintenance June/July/August)			£258.75.

(c)	Forward budget plan.  The updated plan had been circulated by Cllr Savery via email.

10	PLANNING:
(a) Application No. 23/03678/FUL.  Detached timber outbuilding (re-submission) at The Old School House.  Supported.

(b)	Application No. 23/02267/FUL.  Self build dwelling, garage and alterations to access on land to the West of The Tyndings, had been refused.

(c)	Planning at The Gotians (land East of Redlake Meadow) Site No. BLK0008a.  The recent village survey had concluded that the majority of parishioners were in favour of the brownfield (timber yard) site being developed before any greenfield site.  However, an anonymous letter had been received stating that as people completing the survey were obliged to disclose their name, any parishioners in favour of the greenfield site had been intimidated and therefore the process was not democratic.  

(d)	Meeting with Planning Policy Officers.  Liam Cowden had emailed with a selection of dates on which to hold an MS Teams meeting with the parish council and Cllr Hartin.  The Chairman suggested Monday 11th September but this was short notice.  Other Parish Councillors would need to state which dates were convenient for themselves.




11	CORRESPONDENCE
Place Plan.  Mathew Mead had emailed to say that projects from the old plan were not automatically being carried forward to the new plan, eg the redevelopment/relocation of the memorial hall.  Clerk to establish which projects were involved and ask that these be carried forward. 

Woodpecker Rally.  Notification that the rally would take place through the village and up The Mynd on 9th September.

Mountain bike rally.  Notification that this was scheduled for 9th and 10th September in Tueshill wood and Bull wood.

Electric car charging point.  EVPlus email offering favourable terms for the installation of a charging point.  Clerk to get more information re: the installation of a charging point at the station car park.

12	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Attendance at Parish Council meetings.  Chairman expressed disappointment that so many Councillors did not attend meetings regularly.  Being a Parish Councillor was a very responsible task and a high level of commitment was essential for the good of the parish and its parishioners.

Future projects.  Chairman asked that consideration be given to projects that would benefit the parish as the Precept would need to be decided soon.  

13	DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 4th October 2023 in Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.



There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm.




							I M Owen
							04/10/2023




IMO/NEA
15.9.23
