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Bedstone and Bucknell Parish Council
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 7th October 2026
In Bucknell Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr C Davies (Chairman), Cllr S Walmsley (Vice Chairman), Cllr H Sherwood,  Cllr V Dodd, Cllr C Cummings,
Cllr A Cummings, Cllr C Savery.
One member of the public.
Ms N Adams (Parish Clerk)

1	OPEN DISCUSSION
Speed checks in Weston Road.  
The police had parked in the entrance to the allotments when doing speed checks, but it was thought they should be sited further towards the top end of the road.  Clerk to contact the police.	Action:  Clerk
Community Speed Watch.
Volunteers were needed before the scheme could be implemented.  This was something that could be raised by the Action for Bucknell scheme, this to be a substantive item on the next Agenda.	Action:  Clerk

The Chairman then closed the Open Meeting.

2	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr N Hartin

3	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
As and when required.

4	TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 2.9.26
Cllr Walmsley would represent the Parish Council on the New Village Hall Committee.  
Approved unanimously and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.

5	REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE CLLR S WALMSLEY
There were changes to the planning laws, but the effect on Bedstone and Bucknell Parish Council was likely to be very minimal.
Local Transport Plan.  There was a county-wide consultation at the moment.  It was hoped that there would be a village Dial-a-Ride or similar.

6	ROADS:
(a) Street light report.  There was a light out in Chestnut Meadow, which was a Shropshire Council light and they were dealing with it.  Mrs Wilde spoke from the floor to mention the light at Parson’s Crossing which was flashing on and off.							Action:  Chairman
(b) Radar speed sign report.  This was now sited at the ford.  Batteries were being charged.  Cllr Walmsley had been in touch with Traffic at Shrewsbury re: 30mph being too fast.
(c) “No footpath” sign at Bucknell Nurseries.  The verge was too narrow for a sign, Bucknell Nurseries rented their land from W Davies.  Chairman to speak to him re:  putting the sign by the low wall on Nurseries’ land.   Clerk to research suitable signs.						Action:  Chairman/Clerk
(d) Trees.  The apple tree in the school garden play area should have been cut back last year, but needed to be done now.   Chairman to contact Bucknell Nurseries.			Action:  Chairman
Report from Shropshire Council.  Not yet received.
(e) White lines/potholes/access signs at end of Causeway.  On the list to be done.
(f) Dog waste bins.  Clerk was having problems reporting these to Fix My Street.	Action:  Clerk

7	ONGOING PARISH MATTERS:
(a) Written report re: New Village Hall.  There was nothing to report other than to say the funding applications were now being finalised.  These would be submitted as soon as the committee was able to meet the funders’ requirements in full, which could be several weeks away yet.
(b) Parish Council Deeds/parish land/station car park.  Clerk was in possession of the original Deeds for Daffodil Lane and the school garden play area, and handed round a list of open spaces and common land owned by the Parish Council.  Title Deed Nos to Chairman and Vice Chairman.  Station car park.  Enquiries to be made regarding ownership.							Action:  Cllr Walmsley/Clerk
(c) Small parish jobs.  A new picnic bench and seat were needed at Chapel Lawn Road.  Cllr C Cummings to investigate and compare wood and plastic versions.			Action:  Cllr C Cummings
(d) Purchase of land to create footpath.  					Action:  Cllr Walmsley

8	PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT:
(a) Review of Standing Orders.  Defer until next time.  Financial Regulations were on the website.
(b) Risk Assessment.  Clerk has circulated several examples to all Councillors and would piece together a suggested example for the Parish Council.				Action:  Clerk
(c) Councillors’ Subject Leads.  Outstanding items were allocated to various Councillors.  Cllr Sherwood to draft a letter to the Environment Agency and circulate to all Parish Councillors.	Action:  Cllr Sherwood

9	COUNCIL FINANCE:
(a) Bank balance:  Only available online.  Clerk to arrange.			Action:  Clerk

(b) Bills to pay:
W Protheroe (Ray Davies plaque)				£144.00
							(included £24.00 recoverable VAT)
PKF Littlejohn (External Auditor)					£378.00
							(included £63.00 recoverable VAT)
Cllr Walmsley to pay the above two bills by BACS.			Action:  Cllr Walmsley
								
Adrian Lewis (grasscutting July/August/September)		£705.00.	Action:  Clerk

10	PLANNING:
(a) & (b)	There were no applications for discussion, nor any decisions reported by planning authority.

11	CORRESPONDENCE:
None.

12	ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
(a) Poppy wreath.  Clerk to obtain one for Remembrance Day.  		Action:  Clerk
(b) Next Agenda.  To include:	Action for Bucknell
Next stage of churchyard wall renovations
Speaker:  Severn Trent
Website.				Action:  Clerk
										
13	DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 4th November 2026 in Bedstone & Hopton Castle Village Hall at 7.30pm.





There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.05pm.










CAD/NEA
12.10.26


